TEACHING THESIS STATEMENTS TO ELEMENTARY STUDENTS
The thesis statement explains to a reader the main idea of the essay, and the writer's Example: Good teachers make
Mountain View High School a fantastic school. led to improved writing skills for the students at Mountain City
Elementary.

Correct as necessary. Be sure to reinforce the differences between a topic sentence and a thesis statement.
Methods for Writing the Statement Students may find it helpful to first write thesis statements for existing
compositions, of which only the thesis statement has been left out or covered up. Students will turn in their
thesis statements. The way he uses the term premise is what I have learned to teach my students about thesis
statements. Most students begin by writing thesis statements that are much too broad and must learn to narrow
the focus. Your thesis is your essay stated in a single line. Learn More. This teacher starts with the wholeâ€”i.
Students can also compare their thesis statements with other students', and with the original; this allows them
to recognize that there is no one right way to phrase a thesis statement, yet every thesis statement must include
certain elements. This allows students to practice writing a thesis statement without having to plan and
organize an argument at the same time. Go to Readworks. What makes this better? A Sample Weak Thesis
Here is a formulaic, superficial thesis that our students need to avoid. Subscribe to the weekly Talks with
Teachers newsletter and never miss a post. Be a Juice Sleuth. Invite a few pairs to share out their
understanding. Beginning, middle, and ending in paragraphs. It basically repeats the prompt, hiding the true
voice of the writer. Students learn partsâ€”and then students learn wholes. However, when elementary and
middle school students are struggling with paragraphs and grammar, thesis statements can SEEM quite
unimportant. Students can then explain and discuss their reasoning. Always Remember. Display only the
introductory paragraphs. The ability to write an effective thesis statement makes it easier for students to write
good papers and develops skills such as summary, organization and argumentation that will be valuable for the
rest of their lives. Teach what a thesis statement is: A single sentence in the introductory paragraph that
presents the argument to the reader Gives your conclusions about the topic you researched Makes a claim
Tells the reader what to expect from the rest of your paper. Beginning writers and struggling writers do need
to understand thesis statements. For example, the thesis statement, "School lunch reform is important, because
it makes students healthier, helps students learn better and saves schools money," should be followed by one
body paragraph discussing the health benefits of lunch reform, one discussing the academic benefits and one
discussing the financial benefits. In addition to requiring students to include thesis statements in all their
compositions, consider using other games and activities for extra practice, such as letting students submit
thesis statements to a contest and vote on the winner, working as a class to write a "thesis statement" for a
math, science or social studies lesson on the board and letting students write thesis statements about things that
interest them. Once students understand their assignment, allow them to research their topic and create a thesis
statement. Then all of a sudden, completely out of the blue, some teacher jumps to the top-down approach. As
the subjects are displayed, brainstorm possible thesis statements. Instruct students that they will explore the
website and select a topic they would like to research and create a thesis statement for. Beginning, middle, and
ending in whole compositions. Writing a Killer Thesis Statement That thesis statement was drafted by my
class this week during a mini lesson Never Underestimate the Importance of Mini Lessons that resulted from
their summer reading test on and How to Read Literature Like a Professor. They must own a method for
breaking down writing topics and writing prompts and for organizing their thoughts. Your premise is your
story stated in a single line. Do you want to spend valuable class time teaching students concepts that may not
help them just yet? They are pervasive Why has the party created a society in which these things are
pervasive? It answers the prompt by identifying the irony â€” the supposed utopia â€” and connects that irony
to the meaning of the work as a whole â€” psychological manipulation as a tool to maintain power. If so, in
what grade should you teach thesis statements? If you teach elementary school, or if you have a few struggling
middle school writers, be sure to take a serious look at the program on the homepage! And Other Ironies.
Allowing students to work on this in small groups can be a helpful way for them to grasp the skill quickly.

