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Suess, B. This image haunts the narrator for quite some time and begins to wear away at her sanity. The
infantilizing of the narrator progresses in her own mind until she is reduced to crawling on the floor like a
young child. Gilman claimed that many years later she learned that Mitchell had changed his treatment
methods, but literary historian Julie Bates Dock has discredited this. I didn't realize for a long time what the
thing was that showed behind, that dim sub-pattern, but now I am quite sure it is a woman. Hochman, B.
Johnson, G. These conflicts are embedded so deftly into the text that we must take care to pry them out by use
of the delicate language we have been provided. John represents the attitude of many men at the time. Here we
begin to see the social narrative hidden by the dementia of the surface story. Traditionally this symbol
represents a view of possibilities, but now it also becomes a view to what she does not want to see. From
something innocent, such as a nap after a meal, can grow a great deal of imprisonment. In fact, many of the
diseases recognized in women were seen as the result of a lack of self-control or self-rule. Then she said that
the paper stained everything it touched, that she had found yellow smooches on all my clothes and John's, and
she wished we would be more careful! The house also facilitates her release, accommodating her, her writing
and her thoughts. John, her husband, tells her to resist them, but she does not. Her husband, John, as well as
her caretaker, Jennie, protect the woman narrating the story. Our protagonist is going to embark on a journey
in which the institution is directly changing the family structure. I fancy it is the pattern that keeps her so still.
But he did, and right across my path by the wall, so that I had to creep over him every time! It was understood
that women who spent time in college or studying were over-stimulating their brains and consequently leading
themselves into states of hysteria. The woman behind shakes it! Treatments such as this were a way of ridding
women of rebelliousness and forcing them to conform to expected social roles. In this scenario, the narrator is
telling her husband that she has managed to escape his controlling influence as well as Jennie's. This also
connects to the earlier suicide image of Analyzing The Yellow Wallpaper 17 jumping out the window and
finding escape from life by ending her life. Kirszner, L. Men are the superior and women the inferior, men the
masters and women the servants, men the knowledgeable and women the emotional, men the rational and
women the irrational. Other interpretations[ edit ] "The Yellow Wallpaper" is sometimes referred to as an
example of Gothic literature for its themes of madness and powerlessness. She experiences the scrutiny of
society through the perceived scrutiny of eyes in the pattern of the yellow wallpaper. Upon closer reading, it is
revealed to be a symbol for much more sinister forces on this woman's life. Left alone for long stretches in a
room covered in ugly - you guessed it - yellow wallpaper; the woman has little to occupy her brain, so she
writes. If we continue to look at the wallpaper as a metaphor we can then align the characters by their
reactions to it. She has been forced to rest nonstop against her will ''Personally, I believe that congenial work,
with excitement and change, would do me good. This makes her a sympathetic in terms of social change but
she is still an opponent in the eyes of the narrator. The play was directed by Philip Cuomo. She is trying to
climb through but the pattern, the society, the institutions are too powerful.


