
BIRTH ORDER AND LIFE

Your success in life may be influenced by your birth order, according to the economist Sandra E. Black. Black points to
research she and her colleagues have conducted that found that firstborns tend to be smarter, richer, and all-around
more successful than their younger siblings.

During childhood the child develops his personality along with its psychological imbalances. A first-born or
only child is also more likely to become a doctor, lawyer or CEO, whereas a younger sibling is more likely to
get into sports and more adventurous activities. Having spent so much time alone, you are resourceful, creative
and confident in your independence. Black, P. Black, a professor of economics at the University of Texas at
Austin, highlighted studies she and her colleagues have conducted since  A survey of corporate leaders found
that 43 per cent of CEOs were firstborns, 33 per cent were middle children, and 23 per cent were youngest
children. Presidents and celebrities such as Abraham Lincoln, John F. So you don't have to worry even if your
birth order impacted your life because you still can cancel this effect if its unpleasant. Figure 1 To give a sense
of the magnitude of these effects: The difference in educational attainment between the first child and the fifth
child in a five-child family is roughly equal to the difference between the educational attainment of blacks and
whites calculated from the Census. Averett, and B. Sounds like fun! More recently, this birth order effect on
sexuality in males has been attributed to a very specific biological occurrence. If 1 sounds familiar, you are
likely the eldest child. If you relate the most to the third scenario, then you are most likely the baby of the
family. Family size, and a number of social and demographic variables are associated with birth order and
serve as potential confounds. Still, other researchers have found minimal differences in intelligence and
personality between firstborns and their siblings. But those wonderful social skills that you have learned as the
middle child -- negotiating and navigating within your family structure -- can prepare you for an
entrepreneurial role on a large scene. Doyle, D. Lehmann, A. For example, understanding that a first-born
child feels highly responsible allows you to lighten their load and recognizing that the baby of the family is
experiencing a more lenient environment can help you be more diligent in your discipline. You can be found
in a leadership career such as law, medicine or as a CEO. The authors argued that the effect emerges most
clearly from studies within families. If you're an only child, you actually have a lot in common with those who
are first borns, as well as those who are the youngest in their families. In our Swedish data, we took advantage
of the fact that some children's biological birth order is different from their environmental birth order, due to
the death of an older sibling or because their parent gave up a child for adoption. Created with Sketch. As a
middle child, you receive the least amount of attention from family and as a result, this family of your choice
is your compensation. Devereux, and K. Figlio, K. These relate to changes in the womb environment or
maternal immune system that occur over successive births. Sandra E. By understanding your particular child's
personality and temperament, you can organize their environment to bring them toward their fullest potential.
Later-born children have lower IQs, on average, and these differences are quite large. Gronqvist, and B. For
example an only child won't look for a loving partner as much he will look for another mother who can shower
him with the attention he got used to. The effects of birth order on health are less straightforward than other
outcomes we have examined, as firstborns do better on some dimensions and worse on others. Argys et al.
Paulhus and colleagues reported that first borns scored higher on conservatism, conscientiousness and
achievement orientation, and later borns higher on rebelliousness, openness, and agreeableness. They found no
substantial effects of birth order and concluded that birth order research was a "waste of time. Rodgers, H. In
addition, for a given amount of resources, parents may treat firstborn children differently than second- or
later-born children.


