
EGYPTIAN ANCIENT RELIGION

Ancient Egyptian religion was a complex system of polytheistic beliefs and rituals that formed an integral part of ancient
Egyptian society. It centered on the.

It is also possible that the peasantry used simple magic for their own purposes, but because this magical
knowledge would have been passed down orally, there is limited evidence of it. Both are among the most
characteristic features of Egyptian civilization. All three of these works deal with how the soul is to navigate
the afterlife. Bunson writes: In most periods, the priests of Egypt were members of a family long connected to
a particular cult or temple. These chapels were very numerous and probably staffed by members of the
community. Only in the New Kingdom did professional priesthood become widespread, although most
lower-ranking priests were still part-time. The temples of ancient Egypt were thought to be the literal homes of
the deities they honored. Plants and flowers were also associated with the gods, and the flowers of the ished
tree were known as "flowers of life" for their life-giving properties. Many of the ancient Egyptian gods and
goddesses were thought to look like humans and animals. The statue of the god would be removed from the
inner sanctuary to visit the members of the community and take part in the celebration; a custom which may
have developed independently in Egypt or come from Mesopotamia where this practice had a long history.
The restricted character of the monuments was also fundamental to a system of decorum that defined what
could be shown, in what way it could be shown, and in what context. Trees were considered the homes of the
gods and one of the most popular of the Egyptian deities, Hathor, was sometimes known as "Mistress of the
Date Palm" or "The Lady of the Sycamore" because she was thought to favor these particular trees to rest in or
beneath. If one's heart was lighter than the feather, one waited while Osiris conferred with the Forty-Two
Judges and the god of wisdom, Thoth , and, if considered worthy, was allowed to pass on through the hall and
continue one's existence in paradise; if one's heart was heavier than the feather it was thrown to the floor
where it was devoured by the monster Ammut the gobbler , and one then ceased to exist. These included the
interpretation of dreams, which could be seen as messages from the divine realm, and the consultation of
oracles. It evolved over the centuries from one that emphasized local deities into a national religion with a
smaller number of principal deities. Both of these kingdoms had their own religions. The Pyramid Texts are
the oldest religious texts in ancient Egypt dating from c. During the Old and Middle Kingdoms, there was no
separate class of priests; instead, many government officials served in this capacity for several months out of
the year before returning to their secular duties. This belief gave rise to rituals such as The Five Gifts of
Hathor in which one would consider the fingers of one's hand and name the five things in life one was most
grateful for. Rituals also employed sympathetic magic , using objects believed to have a magically significant
resemblance to the subject of the rite. Elder members of the community, the wealthy, the poor, the ruling
class, and the slaves were all a part of the religious life of the community because their religion and their daily
lives were completely intertwined and, through that faith, they recognized their individual lives were all an
interwoven tapestry with every other. Other professions also commonly employed magic as part of their work,
including doctors, scorpion-charmers, and makers of magical amulets. Pharaohs often expanded them as part
of their obligation to honor the gods, so that many temples grew to enormous size. This is probably due to
cultural restrictions on depiction of nonroyal religious activity, which relaxed during the Middle and New
Kingdoms. Each was show in pictures with different bodies or heads of animals, depending upon the type of
job that the god might have and the power that they associated with the animal or bird. Every morning the
head priest or priestess, after purifying themselves with a bath and dressing in clean white linen and clean
sandals, would enter the temple and attend to the statue of the god as they would to a person they were
charged to care for. While votives were often left intact, they were sometimes ritually destroyed to signify the
devotion one had to the gods; one was surrendering to them something precious which one could not take
back. The most important deities were the sun god , who had several names and aspects and was associated
with many supernatural beings in a solar cycle modeled on the alternation of night and day, and Osiris , the
god of the dead and ruler of the underworld. Bastet , for example, was the goddess of the hearth, homelife,
women's health and secrets, and of cats. In the New Kingdom, a basic temple layout emerged, which had
evolved from common elements in Old and Middle Kingdom temples. When the Greeks and the Romans
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conquered Egypt, their religion was influenced by that of Egypt. People also sought to affect the gods'
behavior to their own benefit through magical rituals. Atum found their behaviour unacceptable and pushed
Nut away from Geb, high up into the heavens. No religion is fully formed at its inception. His son, Horus the
Younger, battled Set for eighty years and finally defeated him to restore harmony to the land. Many of the
important popular deities, such as the fertility goddess Taweret and the household protector Bes , had no
temples of their own. The Nile gave them water for growing crops, drinking, sailing and trade. At that stage,
every Egyptian town had its own particular deity, manifested in a material fetish or a god represented in the
shape of an animal , such as a cat-goddess, cobra-goddess, ibis-god or jackal-god. With his consort, Isis ,
Osiris became dominant in many contexts during the 1st millennium bce, when solar worship was in relative
decline. Horus and Isis then ruled together, and all the other gods found their places and areas of expertise to
help and encourage the people of Egypt. Editorial Review This Article has been reviewed for accuracy,
reliability and adherence to academic standards prior to publication. Personal piety became still more
prominent in the late New Kingdom, when it was believed that the gods intervened directly in individual lives,
punishing wrongdoers and saving the pious from disaster. In it, a high-ranking priest, or occasionally the
pharaoh, washed, anointed, and elaborately dressed the god's statue before presenting it with offerings.


