
THE AGE OF MODERNISM AND ITS ARTISTS

The terms modernism and modern art are generally used to describe the of Gustav Courbet and culminating in abstract
art and its developments in the s .

It is no overstatement to say that Eliot was the pioneer of the ironic mode in poetry; that is, deceptive
appearances hiding difficult truths. A historical age? These decorative displays became so strongly associated
with the style, that the name of his gallery subsequently provided a commonly used term for the entire style.
The modernists concurred with Nietzsche that art had degenerated because it was too concerned with the rules
of form and not enough with the creative energies that lie underneath the surface. In particular, the notion that
human beings were driven by the same impulses as "lower animals" proved to be difficult to reconcile with the
idea of an ennobling spirituality. Symbolism is the practice of representing things by symbols, or of investing
things with a symbolic meaning or character. The French Symbolists were admired for the sophistication of
their imagery. Thematically, Symbolist artists tended to focus on themes surrounding the occult, decadence,
melancholy, and death. The assassination of Archduke Ferdinand of Austria was essentially the triggering
event of the First World War, a conflict which swept away all preconceived notions about the nature of
so-called modern warfare. Installed in the space surrounding his "Ready-Mades" are exquisite collages by
Kurt Schwitters and paintings by Max Ernst. This mimetic tradition had originated way back in ancient
Greece, had been perfected during the Renaissance, and had found prominence during the nineteenth-century.
Among these new forms were Earth art, which creates work on natural landscapes; Performance art;
Installation art, which considers an entire space rather than just one piece; Process art, which stressed the
making of the work as more important than the outcome; and Video art, as well as movements based around
feminist and minority art. The first was Impressionism , a school of painting that initially focused on work
done, not in studios, but outdoors en plein air. Many of his friends and colleagues, even fellow painters Henri
Matisse and Georges Braque , were upset when they saw this painting. Experimentation and individualism
became virtues, where in the past they were often heartily discouraged. A reaction then took place which was
quickly identified as postmodernism. Art Nouveau furniture is structured according to the whole building and
made part of ordinary life. This stereotype continues unrivaled to this day, despite the fact that the most
accomplished poets of the Modern period were far from recluses. Move from Naturalism Post-Impression
refers to a genre of painting that rejected the naturalism of Impressionism, in favor of using color and form in
more expressive manners. Modernism was set in motion, in one sense, through a series of cultural shocks. A
show of this magnitude clearly marks the ability of Berlin to be a Weltstadt world city. The modernist interest
in primitivism also expressed itself in its correlative, the exploration of perversity. Also in , Kandinsky painted
Bild mit Kreis Picture with a Circle , which he later called the first abstract painting. The art, poetry and
performance produced by dada artists is often satirical and nonsensical in nature. Although these two gods
existed in opposition to one another, they were both, nevertheless, revered equally, thus striking a balance
between form the Apollonian and creative impulse Dionysius. Each section, which is billed as a complete
exhibition in its own right, singles out a central innovator who blazes a trail for his contemporaries as well as
for future generations. He looked backwards for inspiration, but he was not nostalgic or romantic about the
past. Though the aesthetics of the styles can be considered similar in some ways, the two remain distinct.
Another strong influence at this time was Marxism. It is a very varied style with frequent localized tendencies.
His most ambitious work, Appearance and Reality: A Metaphysical Essay , introduced the concept that an
object in reality can have no absolute contours but varies from the angle from which it is seen.
Post-Impressionist: French art or artists belonging to a genre after Manet, which extended the style of
Impressionism while rejecting its limitations; they continued using vivid colors, thick application of paint,
distinctive brush strokes, and real-life subject matter, but they were more inclined to emphasize geometric
forms, to distort form for expressive effect, and to use unnatural or arbitrary color. In fact, isn't this what we
do when we listen to an old song, forget the present, re-experience the past, and, then, all of a sudden, apply it
all to our lives in the present? Central to Freud's thinking is the idea "of the primacy of the unconscious mind
in mental life," so that all subjective reality was based on the play of basic drives and instincts, through which
the outside world was perceived. He viewed reality as living geometry and believed in the essential relevance



THE AGE OF MODERNISM AND ITS ARTISTS

of every object to all other objects: "all entities or factors in the universe are essentially relevant to each other's
existence since every entity involves an infinite array of perspectives. At this time though modernism was still
"progressive", increasingly it saw traditional forms and traditional social arrangements as hindering progress,
and was recasting the artist as a revolutionary, engaged in overthrowing rather than enlightening society. All
in all, works of the Dark Period include several erotic or violent subjects. By the end of the 19th century many
artists felt a need to create a new kind of art which would encompass the fundamental changes taking place in
technology, science and philosophy. Art of the Western World. No more conventional cookie-cutter forms to
be superimposed on human expression What were some of the artistic beliefs that the modernists adopted?


