
AN OVERVIEW OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN FASHION AND THE

FASHIONABLE HAIRSTYLES

Learn about fashion in ancient Egypt, different types of clothing, as well as popular jewelry and make-up in the ancient
times.

The lower classes continued to wear the simple kilt, for both sexes, but now more women of the working class
appear with covered tops. The most distinctive and famous garment worn by the ancient Egyptian women is
the long sheath-like garment that was held up by two straps behind the neck. Long cloaks were also worn by
the men during cool weather. On both faces of the Narmer palette c. Perhaps the major innovation in fashions
during the New Kingdom was the capelet. Children had unique hairstyles in ancient Egypt. Remove Ads
Advertisement Beaded gowns and dresses the kalasiris which Herodotus mentions ornamented with jewels
begin to appear in the late Middle Kingdom but become more common in the New Kingdom among the upper
classes. All classes in the Egyptian society wore jewelry. Add comment 8 min read Fashion amongst the
ancient Egyptians tended to be straightforward, practical and uniformly unisex. This held such importance in
the ancient Egyptian culture that the god Khepri god of rebirth and embodiment of Ra as the rising sun was
depicted either as a scarab beetle, or with a scarab beetle for his head. Women added henna dye to their
fingernails and lips for color. Since it is believed that wigs were also needed for the afterlife, the dead were
buried in the tombs with their wigs. Make-up kits found in tombs were kept inside chests and included
highly-polished copper or bronze mirrors, small pots and jars of makeup and a variety of applicators. Various
herbal dyes were occasionally applied before weaving linen to produce red, yellow, brown or blue thread.
During this time, the professions began to differentiate themselves by adopting distinctive modes of dress. The
higher the status of the person the more clothes and make-up they wore. Still, the shoe never became popular
footwear in Egypt as it would probably have been considered unnecessary effort; after all, even the gods went
barefoot. The seeds of fenugreek, that plant herbalists and pharmacologists still use today, was another
remedy. Bare-breasted clothing was common for both reach and poor women. The red coloring used by
Ancient Egyptian in make up was achieved by the use of ochre. The goal of Egyptian jewelers was to make
colorful objects, not items that could reflect light. Egyptian people also wore scents made from cinnamon, oil,
and myrrh. This would have been worn over a loincloth which was a triangular strip of cloth running between
the legs and tied at the hips. These dresses, still form-fitting, were often sleeved with a plunging neckline
ornamented with a clasp necklace at the throat. Egyptians often wore heavy blue or green eye shadow on their
eyelids. Some dresses were sleeveless. Those wigs that were properly cared for lasted longer than those
without proper care. Red ochre is a pigment made from naturally tinted clay - hydrated iron oxide Ochre has
been used since prehistoric times To make the ochre used for make up the clay was first mined from the
ground, washed to separate sand from ochre and then dried in the sun and sometimes burned to enhance the
natural color Egyptian Make Up - Nail Polish and Hair Color Ancient Egyptians used a form of henna to paint
their nails and color their hair. The top had different lengths from below the breasts up to the neck, the bottom
usually reached the calves or even the ankles. The eye make they used concentrated in providing color to their
eye lashes, eye lids and eye brows. Sandals were made of wood, papyrus, leather, or a combination of these
and were fairly expensive. King Tutankhamun c. Then, they began wearing the same types of clothes as
adults. Men generally cut their hair short or even shaved their heads. Dresses made of beads were traditionally
worn over kalasiris. The powders used to create the eye make up were ground on a palette then mixed with
water to form a paste. Excavations of tombs have shown that queens of Egypt were almost always buried with
a multitude of jewelry to be used in the afterlife. As such, Egyptians developed wigs that were worn by
women and men alike. People who could not afford to buy wigs had to use the cheaper hair extensions. A
servant depicted in an Eighteenth Dynasty tomb wears a finely pleated linen tunic and loincloth with a wide,
pleated sash. Hollywood stars like Beyonce and Katy Perry use Egyptian elements in their work as well as
various clothing designers. Ahmose I's wife, Ahmose-Nefertari c.


