
DESCRIPTIVE STATISTIC ARTICLE CRITIQUE

Do men with excessive alcohol consumption and social stability have an addictive personality? The article, â€œDo men
with excessive alcohol consumption and social stability have an addictive personality?â€•. presents research findings on
the effect of alcohol consumption on social.

The gender of man cannot be measured, but is classified into two categories. Easily understandable examples
are given. The variation in the traits of the individuals affected with alcohol consumption and the control
group would be determined then to ascertain the hypothesis Berglund,  Median is the middle value in
distribution when the data are ranked in order from highest to lowest or vice versa. When the distribution is
symmetrical i. Using the above example, the Sample A mode is 54, but the center of distribution is 57 years.
The mean is more sensitive to outliers than the median and mode. Statistics can be viewed as scientific tools
but they cannot entirely be independent. Categorical variables also known as qualitative or discrete may be
further classified as nominal, ordinal, or dichotomous. The above measures of frequency are often expressed
visually in the form of tables, histograms for quantitative variables , or bar graphs for qualitative variables to
make the information more easily interpretable. The mean should only be reported with interval and ratio data
that are normally distributed i. The standard deviations were 0. Box plots are often useful for interpreting
descriptive data in graphical form. Figure 1 gives a review of types of parameters, as well as graphs to be used
and statistical measures. The standard deviations of both teams are 8. Team A  This type of measure only
applies to ordinal, interval, and ratio data that can be ranked and includes the range, variance, and standard
deviation. Calculating descriptive statistics represents a vital first step when conducting research and should
always occur before making inferential statistical comparisons. The study that was carried was aimed at
studying whether the men with an excessive habit of taking alcohol have a personality that is addictive. Keys
to Write Descriptive Statistics We cannot say that there is a prescribed way of writing a statistic. Various
hospitals measure their performance outcomes using the results of statistical analysis, as well as implement
quality improvement programs to improve their efficiency. The comparisons between the two sets of
individuals were made using normative data. Since an advertisement was used to collect the samples, it is
likely that individuals with similar traits but multiple interests must have shown up for the study. Interval
variables can be measured along a continuum and have a numeric value, but no true zero point e. The amount
of additional information lies squarely on you. Table 1: Type of descriptive statistics Measure of Frequency
Absolute frequency is the number of times a particular value occurs in the data. Statistics Report Format The
following is a brief summary on how you can report your descriptive statistics Feeling Stuck on Your Essay?
When the distribution is skewed toward the low end of values positive skew , the mode remains the most
common value, and the median remains the middle value, but the mean is pulled toward the right tail of the
distribution [ [Figure 1] , right]. The median should also be reported with ordinal data. In contrast to discrete
variables, continuous variables can take any value. Continuous variables also known as quantitative or
numerical are further categorized as either interval or ratio. This allows you not to discuss the entire statistic in
a text. If the data are of good quality, valid and important conclusions can already be drawn when they are
properly described. The level of measurement determines what types of diagrams and statistical values are
appropriate. Dichotomous nominal variables have only two categories e. Sample A age in years - 54, 54, 54,
55, 56, 57, 57, 58, 58, 60, 60 Sample B age in years - 52, 54, 54, 54, 55, 56, 57, 57, 58, 58, 60, 60 Mean is the
arithmetic average or the sum of values in a dataset divided by the total number of observations. It is very rare
to find a statistic that sounds good in a paper.


