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Free Essay: Document Analysis: The Second Letter of Henan CortÃ©s to Charles V The Second letters to Charles V
were written by Hernan.

Through his achievements, Cortez managed to rise from his position as a leader of the army, to the worrier
whose efforts led to the emergence of a new nation. Letters played a significant role during this day and age.
Another barrier that we must overcome is the lack of funds in ensuring we have the fastest ships, My King. I
know not whether the sovereign receives this duty or the city, as I have not yet been informed; but I believe
that it appertains to the sovereign, as in the markets of other provinces a tax is collected for the benefit of the
cacique. There is also an herb street, where may be obtained all sorts of roots and medicinal herbs that the
country affords. The care of these animals and birds was assigned to three hundred men. The meals were
served in a large hall, in which Moctezuma was accustomed to eat, and the dishes quite filled the room, which
was covered with mats and kept very clean. This document does have a bias within the documentation, but it
provides a first-person account about the lifestyle and structure of the Aztec society. I am satisfied that it
proceeds from respect, since certain caciques reproved the Spaniards for their boldness in addressing me,
saying that it showed a want of becoming deference. Among these temples there is one which far surpasses all
the rest, whose grandeur of architectural details no human tongue is able to describe; for within its precincts,
surrounded by a lofty wall, there is room enough for a town of five hundred families. There are fully forty
towers, which are lofty and well built, the largest of which has fifty steps leading to its main body, and is
higher than the tower of the principal tower of the church at Seville. Readers also get to examine the logic of
how the Spanish were able to condemn the Aztecs as savages regardless of the achievements and complexity
of their society. The fact that Cortez was able to penetrate into this powerful community brings out the strong
influence of Spain at this period. One of these lakes contains fresh and the other, which is the larger of the
two, salt water. He discusses about many aspects of this city such as religion, government, customs, as well as
the existing sovereign. The document does have a significant historical importance as it provides readers with
a view into the Aztec empire. In his second letter, he recognizes the power and presence of Charles V and the
order he has bestowed to the realm. The inhabitants of this city pay a greater regard to style in their mode of
dress and politeness of manners than those of the other provinces and cities; since, as the Cacique Moctezuma
has his residence in the capital, and all the nobility, his vassals, are in constant habit of meeting there, a
general courtesy of demeanor necessarily prevails. Through the writings of Cortes, one easily forgets that this
work was not done by a philosopher. Readers of the letters can expect to find Christian bias within the
document that looks down on particular traditions of the Aztecs since Christians condemn certain actions as
savage.


