
TOP GIRLS

Top Girls is a play by Caryl Churchill. It centres around Marlene, a career- driven woman who is heavily invested in
women's success in business. The play .

Like I say, brace for oddness. As the most materialistic of the women, she is influenced more by the period of
time before she became a wandering nun than by the time she spends as a holy woman. And there are
moments of confrontation that remind you of old-fashioned weepies, albeit spiked with a socialist conscience.
At dinner, Isabella tells everyone that she was first instructed to travel by a doctor who thought it would
improve her poor health. They start talking and Win tells Angie about her professional trajectory. But
eventually these later scenes start to feel like predigested food for thought. They tease and challenge each
other, and make a plan to see an X-rated film in town. Photograph: John Haynes Last week, a friend whispered
to me: "This is terrible. Philip Larkin once recalled in an interview with the Observer: "I count it as one of the
great moments of my life when I first realised one could actually walk out of a theatre â€¦ I was watching
Playboy of the Western World and when the bell rang at the interval I asked myself: 'Am I enjoying myself?
She does not want to be friends with her sister - it is clear that their opposite life choices have driven a wedge
between them. Joyce and her husband Frank offered to take the child, after being married for three years and
having no children of their own. Angie speaks in a blunt and monosyllabic manner, and vocalizes her desire to
kill her own mother. Maybe my friends are idiots? Kidd enters. After the break, the setting reverts to the main
office at Top Girls. Which was when we left. Kit comes out of the house and shouts at Angie to come inside,
then goes down to Angie. She has to also give this child up after two years because it angers the other
members of the court. They also recall the children that they bore and subsequently lost. Isabella, like
Marlene, did not marry young because of her career, but later married Dr. Kit doesn't believe her, and they
start to talk about sex. Joan reveals some of her life. Marlene takes a fancy to her even though she seems lost
and helpless. But in its attempt to dramatise the compromises that women make to survive in a world built for
men, it feels eternally relevant. Joyce goes to bed. We're leaving as soon as we can. The whole first scene is an
assault on the senses. Women are living in an individualistic society in which the few thrive at the expense of
the many. Angie returns wearing an old best dress that is slightly small for her. When the baby turns six weeks
old the Marquis tells Griselda that she has to give it up, so she does. And when she beats her male colleague to
a job, she is hated for it. Pope Joan is somewhat aloof, making relevant, intellectual declarations throughout
the conversation. Joyce accuses Marlene of being one of "them". Isabella Bird[ edit ] Isabella Bird is the first
dinner guest to arrive at Marlene's celebration. In fact the play, first staged in , strikes me as a modern classic.
These women are bound together by their struggles against patriarchy and oppression - and Marlene relates to
each of them differently. Isabella gets the last words in act 1 and continues to discuss her final travels to
Morocco. Joyce does not accept the gesture and holds onto her claims. As the women arrive and start the meal,
they begin to talk about their lives and what they did. Angie comes to see Marlene - who does not recognize
her niece at first. All of this suffering was a trial to test her obedience to the Marquis.


