
WRITING A SONG ANALYSIS

Writing an analysis of a song is a lot like writing an essay about a poem. The biggest difference is that the music can
affect how a song is.

The difficult comes in as many people may think a song is music but not, should be like poetry. State your
thesis and briefly outline your main arguments in the introduction. It's impossible to properly analyze a song
by simply reading the lyrics. Listen to the song with the lyrics in front of you. For you to scrutinize the song
lyrics more closely get a printout of your song. Melody in a song just tries to modify the meaning played along
with the words. A songwriter can communicate frustration using song lyric over being down played in a
certain deal. Or is the instrumentation sparse, perhaps only an acoustic guitar, forcing us to focus on the
vocals? By addressing the song to the "darkness" of nighttime, they emphasize the song's themes of loneliness
and isolation. If you're writing about Christina Aguilera's "Beautiful," for example, you might say that the
song encourages people who have been bullied to recognize and celebrate their uniqueness rather than let
people's words hurt them. How can you tell? Cite this Article A tool to create a citation to reference this article
Cite this Article. Cock your ears for crescendos, pauses, instruments fading in or out of the arrangement and
tempo changes. Incorporate your ideas into your analysis, using specific evidence to support your assertions.
In "Bleeding Me" by Metallica, the speaker uses repeated lines such as "I'm digging my way" and "This thorn
in my side" to show his struggle in breaking away from addiction. What values do the lyrics contain? Is the
instrumentation loud or soft? Examine the Album Study the song within the context of the entire album. How
might someone of a different demographic someone of a different gender, someone older or younger than you,
someone who made more or less money than you, someone with different political values, someone of a
different race hear the song differently? Figurative language, tone and theme are just a few literary devices
you can practice identifying as you write about music. For example, the minor piano chords and driving
drumbeats of Adele's "Set Fire to the Rain" illustrate the speaker's desolation after the end of a bitter
relationship. Using the regular conventions of essay writing and factor in any special instructions that you
have been given, draft your paper. Here are some songs that might be worth analyzing. We hear music
everywhere, from full albums on our CD players and the latest hit singles on the radio to music in
commercials, restaurants, elevators, etc. Be mindful of how long your analysis is expected to be, and choose
the number of specific examples you can thoroughly discuss within those parameters. Instrumentation affects
us in a subconscious way. For example, "Imagine" by John Lennon, which speculates about what a world full
of peace would look like, presents a strong message about countering the effects of violence and spiritual
conflict in the world. Believe it or not, songs are considered media messages, and so the same media literacy
rules apply to songs as to other forms of media. Identify a specific example that you'll use to support your
argument. Does the tone of the vocals agree with or contradict the instrumentation do the instruments make
you feel happy while the lyrics are sad, for example?


