
HOW TO WRITE AN ABSTRACT FOR A CONFERENCE POSTER

The first thing that youll do for a conference presentation is to write your abstract an advertisement for your work.

Is it other experts in your field, or perhaps the broader public? Again, the key here is to avoid overstating your
results. It is redundant, because a poster is already a succinct description of your work. Then revise until you
have a piece that can be understood by a wide audience. For more advice, check out the online resources
below. It is too long and includes a weighty amount of jargon that doesn't communicate well to the passerby.
Keep length to approximately 20 words. Refer to supporting charts or images. Happy browsing! Introduction
Write this section to target an intelligent person who is not in your field. I tried this and I was very impressed
by the print quality. Keep length to approximately words. On the bright side, Adobe always has significant
educational discounts for students and university staff. Bullet points: a poster should not look like a paper,
therefore, bullet points are your friend. Use the absolute minimum of background information, definitions, and
acronyms all of which are boring. Just print your interesting extras onto your poster, then cover the area with a
hinged piece of poster board onto which you have glued something else. I am serious! The call will request an
abstract or proposal, typically words in length. If you own Adobe Acrobat Pro, you can get the same
information by running a preflight diagnostic. My suggestion is that you have two or three shades of a primary
colour of your choice, an accent colour that stands out, and a couple of text colours. Attach a sketch of your
research topic to yourself at the start of the meeting. If this is not obvious, please see my page on the topic.
Contact information: it may seem strange, but a lot of people forget to write their contact information on their
posters. Have something physical to pass out â€” a handout or business card â€” with your email address or
other contact information so that interested parties can contact you later. Conversely, the better your
presentation the more valuable feedback you will likely receive. Conclusions 6. Oh, and one last thing. Do not
trust the tab button to insert the correct amount of space when you are indenting a paragraph the default is
usually too big. Below are some suggestions and resources for preparing an effective presentation of your
research. If the movies and photographs look OK on smaller screens, use an old iPod or iPhone. Dense jargon,
lengthy quotations, and long, complicated sentences can lose your audience. In terms of font size, try 90 for
the title, 60 for the headlines, and 36 for the body text. Even better, put a few business cards or a miniature A4
version of the poster with contact info beside the poster for people to take. It is helpful to examine review
criteria and deadlines for submission, paying particular attention to time zones. The latter is particularly
important, as I learned the hard way by missing an award because of a typo! The important thing is that you
use the accent colour in moderation. Once you have chosen your meeting, go to the meeting's website and
review all of the instructions. A poster is not a bottomless pit where you dump all of your data and technical
lingo. Just like with paper presentations, your written document will need some translation in order to make an
effective poster. This gives you the format and institutional logos, and you simply need to modify the content.
If the paper is published before the meeting, make sure to inform the committeeâ€”most often you will still be
able to present but will be asked to note the publication in your presentation. This is important because if you
are using your poster as an outreach tool for the general public, then there is no point in including complicated
graphs that no one is going to understand. Try to complete the poster early to allow for production delays.
Consider shipping your poster to the conference or carry it in a protective case and check with the airline
regarding luggage requirements.


