
THE IMPORTANCE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE RESEARCH TO CURRENT

CRIME TRENDS AND THE FUTURE DIRECTION OF THE

In the National Institute of Justice (NIJ) provided funding for the National incomplete or inconclusive research, and future
directions for scientific inquiry. Cohort effects influence current crime rates by altering the criminal period influences and
call for future research on the conditions associated.

In summary, the special issue offers several guidelines for future research on the change in crime over time.
High rates of incarceration are associated with lower levels of civic and political engagement among former
prisoners and their families and friends. To support the recommended change in policy direction, jurisdictions
would likely have to review a range of allied programs, such as community-based alternatives to incarceration,
probation and parole, prisoner reentry, Page Share Cite Suggested Citation:"13 Findings, Conclusions, and
Implications. Although increasing prison admissions and increases in time served in prison both fueled
incarceration rates, research has best illuminated the effects of time served. The pronounced spatial
concentration of crime should prompt researchers to ask whether significant empirical patterns are obscured
and vital information is lost by the use of highly aggregated units of analysis. Furthermore, while the research
does not clearly indicate the magnitude of the impact of incarceration on crime, there is strong evidence that
increasing long sentences has promoted neither deterrence nor incapacitation. ROLE OF POLICY The growth
of the prison population can be traced to policies expanding the use of imprisonment for felony convictions,
imposing longer sentences on those committed to prison, and intensifying punishment for the sale and use of
drugs. As mentioned above, reforms to limit mandatory minimum sentences and long sentences for drug
offenses would reduce incarceration rates. In our view, respect for citizenship demands that punishment by
incarceration not be so severe, or have such lasting negative consequences, that the person punished is forever
excluded from full participation in mainstream society. Reflecting principles of focused deterrence, this
approach, since replicated widely across the U. Efforts to reduce incarceration rates by reducing long
sentences could usefully follow the initiatives undertaken by the federal government and by many states.
Prison time was increasingly required for lesser offenses. The decision to deprive another human being of his
or her liberty is, at root, anchored in beliefs about the just relationship between the individual and society and
the role of criminal sanctions in preserving the social compact. Because recidivism rates decline markedly
with age, lengthy prison sentences, unless they specifically target very high-rate or extremely dangerous
offenders, are an inefficient approach to preventing crime by incapacitation. Three dimensions of sentencing
policy are particularly appropriate for reexamination: long sentences, mandatory minimum sentences, and
enforcement of drug laws. As is discussed in Chapter 5 , three reports of panels convened by the National
Research Council have reviewed the research literature on the deterrent effect of such laws and have
concluded that the evidence is insufficient to justify the conclusion that these harsher punishments yield
measurable public safety benefits. The cost of expanding the penal system has been substantial. However, the
current evidence is troubling and leads to our overarching policy recommendation. Thus, good justice policy is
necessarily based on a combination of empirical research and explicit normative commitments. One promising
approach is the law enforcement intervention piloted in High Point, North Carolina. It will be necessary to
carefully assess available services to determine if there are sufficient quality services in accessible locations to
meet the needs of otherwise imprisoned members of the community. If the policy reforms designed to reduce
long prison sentences were prospective and applied only to new convictions, then prison populations would
decline only slowly. In addition, reversing course will require changes in the use of discretion available under
current laws to police, prosecutors, parole decision makers, community corrections officials, and other actors
in the criminal justice system.


