
COMPARE AND CONTRAST CRITICAL READING PROCESS WITH THAT

OF CRITICAL THINKING

Critical thinking, which involves reasoning, is the process the reader evaluating the writer's authority, comparing and
contrasting. information, classifying or.

Keep a reading journal In addition to note-taking, it is often helpful to regularly record your responses and
thoughts in a more permanent place that is yours to consult. Make a rough mind map from memory: test what
you can recall from your reading of the text Make headings of the main ideas and note supporting evidence in
dot points. Again, this appears obvious, but it is a factor in a "close reading. Include your evaluation: the
strengths and weaknesses. After all, authors design texts for specific audiences, and becoming a member of the
target audience makes it easier to get at the author's purpose. Critical reading goes further than just being
satisfied with what a text says, it also involves reflecting on what the text describes, and analysing what the
text actually means, in the context of your studies. In academic circles, whilst you are a student, you will be
expected to understand different viewpoints and make your own judgements based on what you have read. As
the terms are used here, critical reading is concerned with figuring out whether, within the context of the text
as a whole, " them " refers to the parents, the kids, or the cars, and whether the text supports that practice.
Being critical, therefore - in an academic sense - means advancing your understanding, not dismissing and
therefore closing off learning. Note for yourself the main ideas, the thesis, the author's main points to support
the theory. What is the difference? The first step to efficient reading is to become selective. Once you have
selected a suitable piece the next step is to speed-read. More often than not an author will make a claim most
commonly in the form of the thesis and support it in the body of the text. Identifying the author's thesis is a
good place to start, but to grasp how the author intends to support it is a difficult task. Prepare to read with an
open mind. Prepare to become part of the writer's audience. What assumptions underlie the research? This is
an important part of the process. If you cannot read all of the books on a recommended reading list, you need
to find a way of selecting the best texts for you. Does it present solutions based on evidence? For information
on how to create a mind map, go to the Learning Lab mind map tutorial. By these definitions, critical reading
would appear to come before critical thinking: Only once we have fully understood a text critical reading can
we truly evaluate its assertions critical thinking. Are they reasonable? To read critically is to exercise your
judgement about what you are reading â€” that is, not taking anything you read at face value. Identify areas for
further research. You should always examine what you are reading critically and look for limitations,
omissions, inconsistencies, oversights and arguments against what you are reading. This may seem obvious,
but the title may provide clues to the writer's attitude, goals, personal viewpoint, or approach. Make headings
and note the supporting evidence in dot points. Critical Thinking We can distinguish between critical reading
and critical thinking in the following way: Critical reading is a technique for discovering information and
ideas within a text. When you find a relevant or interesting section you will need to slow your reading speed
dramatically, allowing you to gain a more in-depth understanding of the arguments raised. Critical Reading v.
See also: Speed-Reading for Professionals. Your task as an enlightened critical reader is to read what is on the
page, giving the writer a fair chance to develop ideas and allowing yourself to reflect thoughtfully, objectively,
on the text. Different authors will, naturally, have different slants. Ask questions on the quality of the
information Roll your mouse over the words in the diagram for more information Fill in the evaluation section
Using your answers to the above questions in steps 1 and 2: What are the strengths of the text? Reading
critically does not, necessarily, mean being critical of what you read. If there is a word in the text that is not
clear or difficult to define in context: look it up. Critical thinking involves being rational and aware of your
own feelings on the subject â€” being able to reorganise your thoughts, prior knowledge and understanding to
accommodate new ideas or viewpoints. Learn about the author, the history of the author and the text, the
author's anticipated audience; read introductions and notes.


