
A LOOK AT THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE OF THE BLUES AND

JAZZ

On this date we focus on Blues music in America. These ladies were primarily stage singers backed by jazz bands,
singing what is known as â€œClassic Blues.

November  A decade later, more black artists like Lenny Kravitz , Body Count , Ben Harper , and countless
others would start playing rock again. Frank Marshall Davis , a poet and journalist from Chicago, also voiced
a fondness for jazz in his writing. Although instrumental accompaniment is almost universal in the blues, the
blues are essentially vocal. Vocally they are the most speech-like, and the guitar accompaniment is rhythmic
and percussive; a slide or bottleneck is often used. Kofsky believes that this refusal of whites to credit blacks
is because they refused to equate anything valuable with African Americans. Various black orchestras began
to perform regularly in the late s and the early 20th century. The origins of jazz music have been in much
dispute and have caused many controversies. To simply call [it] neo-classical soul Dorsey believes that black
music and black musical accomplishments have been rooted in the continent of Africa. The Blues have had
their greatest influence on rock music. Baldwin liked jazz but not in quite the informed, passionate way of
either Baraka or Murray. The DC go-go sound of Miami bass was essentially a regional sound that did not
garner much mass appeal. This generated a new style, consisting of unaccompanied, four-part, close-harmony
singing. This period in African American life featured a self-conscious attempt by black leaders Jazz became
prominent during a period of broad artistic and political ferment among African Americans. African American
Musicians as Artists, Critics, and Activists are excellent studies of the history of jazz criticism and the uneasy
relationship that black jazz musicians have had with the white critical establishment that writes about this
music. It was Chicago, however, that played the greatest role in the development of urban blues. It was
influenced by work songs and field hollers, minstrel-show music, ragtime, church music, and some folk and
popular music of Whites. Jazz developed from Afro-American music which included: Work songs, spiritual
music, minstrelsy a stage entertainment usually performed by whites with blackened faces who performed
songs, dances and comedy ostensibly of black American origin , and other forms Wheaton,  These variable
sounds let the listeners prioritize their exposure to new music and rhythms while enjoying a gigantic dancing
experience. The recording industry has played a major role in the commercialization of jazz music, which has
led to uniformity. Whites continued to exploit black jazz musicians for financial gain, even in death. Are
audiences supposed to feel freer? A documentary film consisting of rehearsal footage for Jackson's scheduled
This Is It tour, entitled Michael Jackson's This Is It, was released on October 28, , and became the
highest-grossing concert film in history. The popularity of African American performers with white audiences
brought about a number of racial conflicts. During the s, The Dozens , an urban African-American tradition of
using playful rhyming ridicule , developed into street jive in the early '70s, which in turn inspired a new form
of music by the late s: hip-hop. Urbana: University of Illinois Press. Unlike rhythm and blues or s soul music,
jazz at this time, seemed a music that took itself seriously, and was not merely a diversion, and jazz was, in
good measure, passionately anti-commercial. Should I think of the different instruments as characters in a tale
or a poem? Hip-hop took off from its roots and the golden age hip hop flourished, with artists such as Eric B.
One major problem is that jazz is largely an instrumental music that prides itself on strenuous virtuosity,
which means that it will seem dense and abstract to casual listeners and especially to students who listen to
nothing but the current popular music, which is largely vocal and usually simpler and more accessible in its
technical execution. Jazz music has created a sense of integration between blacks and whites in the industry.


