
AUSTRALIAN FREEDOM RIDES

The Freedom Ride of was a significant event in the history of civil rights for Indigenous Australians. Part of a series of
articles on. Racial segregation.

Walgett people could not believe it was happening in Walgett. It was not very wide and we had to go through
itâ€¦ I was literally covered in spit. People stared. Their objective was similar to that of the American Freedom
Riders: to expose embedded and entrenched racism against Indigenous Australians, and to draw attention
throughout Australia to their poor living conditions. While we stood there the town came to life like an ant
heap. Film footage shocked city viewers, adding to the mounting pressure on the government. They were not
allowed in any of the hotels and they had to get their beer and were sold cheap plonk through the back
windows at three times the price, through sly-grogging operations. Much more. This was regarded by many as
a significant symbolic gesture to break down barriers between non-Indigenous and Indigenous Australians.
About 3 miles out of town a truck tried to push us off the road. On the third try he scraped the truck along the
side of the bus and forced the bus driver to swerve off the road. The tape was prepared two years ago but had
never been used - it was too hard-hitting for the ABC. The manager was a real tough looking bloke too. This
was seconded by Bob Brown, and accepted 88 votes to  They took hold of my arm and the struggle started. He
came to believe in Aboriginal rights. Comment on the purpose of the camera shots during the video of an
Aboriginal fringe settlement, and your reaction to these scenes. Rotten tomatoes, fruit and eggs began to fly,
then the stones were coming over and bottles too. Many of them told us that the manager had told them not to
answer our questions, but they intended to do so anyway. The publican said he only prevented aborigines from
coming in "if they were disorderly"â€¦ Left Wellington and arrived in Dubbo about 6. After about 25 mins
they let the boys in. We are willing enough to stand here but you people have to do it from this week on. Such
evidence was beamed into the living rooms of Australians with the evening news. It is claimed that the
violence was so bad that their hired bus driver left halfway through the tour. Then he went to the front of the
line and when he refused to move was grabbed and taken away from the line. Where did they go? Jimmy
Spigelman and I raced up the front. The original caption read: 'Mr Charles Perkins, the part Aboriginal student
leader, frolics with children in the swimming pool he helped desegregate'. Students were shocked at the living
conditions which Aboriginal people endured outside the towns. The mayor came up to us and stated
categorically that he would be prepared to sign a motion to rescind the statute we were protesting against, and
would get two other aldermen to co-sign it. Police and locals confront the students at Moree A hostile reaction
awaited the students at Moree in the north of New South Wales. There were over people there and at first the
atmosphere was very hostile, with lots of jeering and interjection. There were many recordings of aborigines
expressing their views. In this interview he gives his own account of the personal experiences that fuelled his
great anger against white injustice and his determination to fight for Aboriginal rights. It exposed an endemic
racism. No one is going to stand up for you but yourselves.


