
PERSONAL NARRATIVE ESSAY CHECKLIST

Use this checklist when editing your Personal Narrative Rough Draft. Is the very first sentence of the essay a good hook
sentence that catches the reader's.

Personal narratives allow them to share their life with others and vicariously experience the things that happen
around them. Assessments Students will demonstrate achievement based on their personal narrative essay,
comic strip, and presentation of personal narrative. Third-Person As you read through these two lists, you will
want to consider them in respect to the Five Levels of Narrative. Narrative Story Checklist and Cheat Sheet 1.
Richard Nordquist is a freelance writer and former professor of English and Rhetoric who wrote college-level
Grammar and Composition textbooks. The writer develops the characters by using the three main
character-development strategies: 1 what the characters say, 2 what the characters do, and 3 what other
characters say about them. Plot: The story is about what happened. Scary stories take place in haunted houses
late at night just as a storm is gathering strength, not at the park on hot and sunny summer days. And the
stakes are high! Have you used clear transitions in particular, time signals to tie your points together and guide
your readers from one point to the next? After going over examples and discussion, have students complete
the Personal Narrative Graphic Organizer based on the topic they chose previously. Narrative Essay A
narrative essay tells a story that has a point to be made. After reading each, have students turn and talk about
the topic to a partner, sharing possible ideas. As students work in pairs to improve their writing, check with
each group and answer any questions that they may have. The writer cites sources and includes a bibliography.
Make the words lively, descriptive, exciting, active, emotional, and precise. At times, the setting acts like or
feels like a reflection of the dramatic situation or the main problem. The setting contributes to what is taking
place. Writing the Essay Writing a good narrative essay requires you to include interesting information in an
engaging way. Persuasive or Argumentative Essay The persuasive or argumentative essay picks a certain
viewpoint and offers support of it with data, statistics, and other evidence. Have students complete the
prewriting documents for the project. The hero may have a flaw that illustrates and highlights what the hero
needs to learn. Theme: The story is about one or more aspects of human life: e. With students, brainstorm
other possible personal narrative ideas and record. The humidity and water drops where reminiscent of a fully
functional sauna. In fact, they are like real human beings! A narrative essay usually reflects something of a
personal nature so many times it becomes a personal narrative essay. The sequence of events is clear, natural,
and logical. Plot: The writer keeps the reader guessing and interested. The story can be told chronologically or
the facts may be grouped by importance or type. Are the sentences throughout your essay clear and direct as
well as varied in length and structure? Have you read the essay aloud, proofreading carefully? The readers will
either grasp the theme statements the messages or enjoy pondering the meaning of the story after they finish
reading. Persuasive essays need to have logical and clear reasoning supported by facts and arguments. Have
you used precise descriptive details to make your narrative interesting and convincing? Lola Quan Bautista
Description This lesson will allow students explore a moment in their lives to write a personal narrative essay.
The writer blends the description with action and character. The setting helps the reader escape into the
narrative. Non-Fiction and Artistic Freedom: If the story is a dramatized account, the writer makes that fact
clear to the reader, possibly with a simple statement before or after the text. There are no digressions or
troublesome interruptions of sequence. The body of the story needs to give the reader a very clear idea of what
happened and how you the author feel about that. There are many kinds of essays, and following is a short
explanation of a few of them. The writer needs to find as many similarities and differences as possible so he
will need to do some research.


