
MAY DAY

May Day is a public holiday usually celebrated on 1 May. It is an ancient Northern Hemisphere spring festival and a
traditional spring holiday in many cultures.

Capitalism has swung downward and is progressively moving in that direction. In a proclamation printed just
before May 1, , one publisher appealed to working people with this plea: Workingmen to Arms! These mass
strikes should be political, i. The jury was considered to be biased, with ties to big business. Tens of thousands
of socialists broke ranks from their parties, rebuffed the entire political process, which was seen as nothing
more than protection for the wealthy, and created anarchist groups throughout the country. Working
conditions were severe and it was quite common to work 10 to 16 hour days in unsafe conditions. The
president of the party explained the non-violent principles of the party. On August 20, , there gathered in
Baltimore delegates from three scores of trade unions who formed the National Labor Union. Under the threat
of strike the bosses do not dare to fine the workers for not appearing at the factories on that day. As
exploitation was becoming intensified and workers were feeling more and more the strain of inhumanly long
working hours, the demand for an appreciable reduction of hours became more pronounced. The common
image of an anarchist became a bearded, eastern European immigrant with a bomb in one hand and a dagger in
the other. In the Soviet Union , leaders embraced the new holiday, believing it would encourage workers in
Europe and the United States to unite against capitalism. A battle ensued with the result that seven policemen
and four workers were dead. Those who were midwives at the birth of these "days" have renounced them as
soon as they have acquired revolutionary meaning. In his autobiography Gompers tells how the A. The
workers of the various countries must organize this demonstration according to conditions prevailing in each
country. Hereafter May 1 will be known as Child Health Day, as the President is directed by the resolution
passed by Congress to issue a proclamation calling upon the people of the United States to observe May 1 as
Child Health Day. No sooner had this demand been secured in a number of industries than the workers began
to raise the slogan for an 8-hour day. Due to bad weather and short notice, only about of the tens of thousands
of people showed up from the day before. We are living in a more advanced period now. The Federation, just
organized, saw the possibility of utilizing the slogan of the 8-hour day as a rallying organization slogan among
the great masses of workers who were outside of the Federation and the Knights of Labor, an older and then
still growing organization. The exact number of civilians killed or wounded was never determined, but an
estimated seven or eight civilians died, and up to forty were wounded. In the Soviet Union the workers will
review on May Day the phenomenal achievements of the building of Socialism. As early as the 's, working
people agitated to shorten the workday without a cut in pay, but it wasn't until the late 's that organized labor
was able to garner enough strength to declare the 8-hour workday. Interested in General Knowledge and
Current Affairs? Or is it that in their eagerness to break the fighting spirit of the workers they are willing to try
anything? This was a logical outgrowth of the class peace they made with the imperialist governments in
August,  There grew a sense of a greater social revolution beyond the more immediate gains of shortened
hours, but a drastic change in the economic structure of capitalism.


