
AQUINAS IN POLITICS AND ETHICS ESSAY

Free Essays from Bartleby | Thomas Aquinas was a one of the few philosophers to interpret the St. Thomas Aquinas Of
The Personalist / Natural Law Ethics.

The absolutely first principle is formal and in a sense contentless. The same injustice would exist if one were
to take advantage of a buyer's desperation by selling a product for more than its value or to take advantage of a
seller's desperation by buying something for less than its value ST, II-II,  For there is the common good of a
team, but equally the common good of a university class, of a university, of a family, of a neighborhood, of a
city, of a state, of a church and of human kind throughout the world. Oxford University Press. Pretended flight
as a device for luring an unjust enemy into an ambush can be right in a just war, but lying to the enemy is
wrong, although its gravity is much diminished by the duty not to reveal the truth to the enemy, a duty
compatible with the coexisting duty not to lie. Additionally, human law is necessary to enforce the moral and
political requirements of the natural law that may go unheeded. The equality that justice requires must be
considered proportionally in the sense that greater punishments for greater crimes and lesser punishments for
lesser crimes do in fact constitute equal treatment Summa Contra Gentiles, III. Subsequent scholars in his
tradition have wondered whether the conditions of discourse with an unjust opponent do not, at least in many
circumstances, defeat the presumption that a grammatically indicative statement asserts what it is put forward
to seem to assert. Regardless of whether they are intended to be conclusions or determinations of the natural
law, human laws are made by fallible human beings and may often tend to hinder the common good rather
than promote it. The human family comes into existence from the nearly universal tendency of males and
females joining together for purposes of procreation. He typically states a topic, writes a question about the
topic after which St. The primary precepts, then break down into secondary precepts that are flexible and
realistic. This does not necessarily mean that such laws are unjust or even erroneously enacted. Of course, the
behavior involved in that act can be given other descriptions in the light of conventions of description, or
expectations and responsibilities, and so forth, and one or other these descriptions may be given priority by
law, custom, or some other special interest or perspective. King essentially admits that his interpretation of
right and wrong have been influenced by his religion to the point that his views of just and unjust are
synonymous with St. So principles, ultimately the first principles of practical reason that is, of natural law , are
more fundamental to ethics than virtues are. Augustine and Aquinas This stage in European history saw the
final integration of the Classical Greco-Roman approaches to Natural law due to the impact of Christian
theologian philosophers. Establishing and maintaining such an arrangement is a matter for laws which delimit
the competences of all concerned. Commentary on Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics. Aquinas was against the
notion of lending money at interest for various reasons. Although Kant acknowledges that all knowledge
originates in the intuition of the senses, the intelligibility of sense experience he attributes to innate forms of
apperception and to categories inherent to the mind. However, both Aquinas and Bonaventure have their own
sometimes differing opinions on what the true relationship between philosophy and theology is. He was born
in Rocca Secca, Italy, in and was born into a wealthy family. These are done by St. For example, a soldier who
rushes into battle displays fortitude by overcoming his fear of death, but he also displays justice if he is
motivated by a love for the common good of the society he protects. This is considerably different from the
Aristotelian doctrine that includes no teaching regarding the self-evident first principles of natural morality
upon which Aquinas' natural law theory stands or falls and that seems to suggest contrary to Aquinas' view
that no universally binding law even exists that is not somewhat subject to change from regime to regime
Nicomachean Ethics, b


