
THE BETTER THINGS THAT HAPPENED AFTER THE FALL OF

COMMUNISM IN EUROPE AND THE US

Majorities in most former Soviet republics and Eastern European of those living in east Germany believe that unification
happened too quickly. One of the most positive trends in Europe since the fall of the Wall is a .. that thinks the EU has
had a good influence on the way things are going in Follow Us.

But the ideological conflict at the root of the tension made such sensible thinking very difficult to achieve.
Yet, two decades after the collapse of communism, many in those countries found themselves unsure of what,
precisely, they were celebrating. According to the same surveys, post-communist rule is considered to be
remote, parasitic and incompetent and is also associated with crime and corruption. Self-organized groups of
all kinds were a target of Soviet interest and in some cases repressed from the very beginning. Historically,
most Great Power rivalries end in a cataclysm. Instead of targeted military strikes and global police
cooperation, which would have been the most sensible reaction, the Bush administration chose this moment of
unchallenged global hegemony to lash out and occupy Afghanistan and Iraq. Moreover, about eight-in-ten of
those living in the former East Germany say they favor the unification of Germany. Patriarchy, which seemed
to have disappeared, reared its head again, looking healthier than ever. It was all that remained from the
pre-communist past. The post-communist revival of conservative values, nationalism and religion is having an
effect on the behaviour of women not only in my small country. In Bulgaria, a number of high-profile,
mafia-style assassinations of prominent businessmen and the judicial system's inability to handle corruption
led the EU to freeze integration funds for its new member-state. What did not change with the end of the Cold
War were the conflicts between the haves and the have-nots in international affairs. However, women should
not forget that socio-economic downturn can cause a backlash and return women to the past. Germans who
had worked on behalf of the Polish resistance were deported alongside Germans who had been Nazis. It was
the young, the better educated and the urban populations who were cheering. Many decide not to have children
at all. If the United States won the Cold War but failed to capitalize on it, then the Soviet Union, or rather
Russia, lost it, and lost it big. In Poland, where much of began, the anniversary brought discord. The problem
is bigger and concerns hundreds of thousands of young women, whose situation says something about other
transitional countries as well. There is no historically evolved fraternity of parties accustomed to mutual
exchange and fitting their national particularities into a common strategy, based on a joint analysis of the
economic and social terrain that has, since the war, become increasingly integrated. Bush emphasized
predominance. There is no sense of mutual interests. Despite the Soviet Union's elaborate preparations to
expand its influence in Eastern Europe, you write that there was a great variety of political parties, private
ownership, and free media left to thrive at the beginning. But, as we learned later, the split went much deeper
than appearances. But, twenty years on, the magic of feels more than a bit faded. For women, the most
worrying consequence of the financial crisis is the dismantling of the welfare state. But was it avoidable back
in the s, when the Cold War went from an ideological conflict to a permanent military confrontation? A fair
judiciary is the value most prized in the former communist countries surveyed. It is also clear that the West
should have dealt with post-Cold War Russia better than it did.


