
CHARACTERISTICS OF METAPHYSICAL POETRY

Read this article to know about the meaning of Metaphysical Poetry, its main characteristics and the Metaphysical
Poets, John Donne, Andrew Marvell, Herbert.

Among them were Lord Herbert of Cherbury and his brother George, whose mother Magdalen was another
recipient of verse letters by Donne. Bishop Richard Corbet 's poetry writing was also nearly over by now and
he contributed only a humorous squib. Metaphysical poems are lyric poems characterised by use of wit, irony
and wordplay. The European dimension of the Catholic poets Crashaw and Southwell has been commented on
by others. Metaphysical poetry is concerned with the whole experience of man. Thomas Traherne 's poetry
remained unpublished until the start of the 20th century. In Milton's case, there is an understandable difference
in the way he matched his style to his subjects. Stylistic echoes[ edit ] Long before it was so-named, the
Metaphysical poetic approach was an available model for others outside the interlinking networks of 17th
century writers, especially young men who had yet to settle for a particular voice. Love has multiple
definitions and it has so far remained among the most complex subject that require a single particular
definition to define its meaning. He had friends within the Great Tew Circle but at the time of his elegy was
working as a researcher for Henry Wotton, who intended writing a life of the poet. In he became dean of Saint
Paul's Cathedral. In Alvarez proposed an alternative approach in a series of lectures eventually published as
The School of Donne. In these poems we are also confronted by the war between the body and soul. Later he
wrote his private prayers " Devotions upon Emergent Occasions" and his learned, charismatic and inventive
preaching made him a highly inluential presence in London. A life of George Herbert followed them in 
Alvarez was commenting that "it may perhaps be a little late in the day to be writing about the Metaphysicals.
Wit and conceit were both aspects of a mental set shared by writers looking for connections between things.
John Donne is known as one of the best writers of metaphysical poetry, a genre of poetry that is characterized
specifically by themes of knowledge, intellect, and having a somewhat unrecognizable meter or rhyme.
Eventually George Herbert, Henry Vaughan and Richard Crashaw, all of whom knew each other, took up the
religious life and extended their formerly secular approach into this new area. Eliot did much to establish the
importance of the Metaphysical school, both through his critical writing and by applying their method in his
own work. For one thing, Donne's poetry had considerable influence on subsequent poets, who emulated his
style. The essay possesses a high critical value and significance. Henry Wotton, on the other hand, is not
remembered as a writer at all, but instead for his public career. As well as manipulation of ideas, wit could be
displayed â€¦show more contentâ€¦ In his Holy Sonnets Donne investigates issues of eternity but also sin,
repentance and death are things that have always forced people to examine their faith. Paradox, juxtaposition,
and philosophy are few of many recurring ideas of metaphysical poems. Being a metaphysical poet he
exhibited many characteristics of the metaphysical poets. Nor could Alexander Pope , yet his early poetry
evidences an interest in his Metaphysical forebears. The title page of Henry Vaughan's Silex Scintillans, A
younger second generation was a close-knit group of courtiers, some of them with family or professional ties
to Donne's circle, who initially borrowed Donne's manner to cultivate wit. The metaphysical style expresses a
sense of the tensions between matter and spirit, faith and reason.


