
ESSAYS ACTIONS EVENTS DONALD DAVIDSON
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Moreover, if i is true then the act of F-ing is identical with or is a proper part of the agent's attempt to G. Thus,
statement ii offers what purports to be, in effect, a mere redescription of the act of F-ing. There are also seven
books or journal issues composed of critical Essays on my work along with my responses. An agent performs
activity that is directed at a goal, and commonly it is a goal the agent has adopted on the basis of an overall
practical assessment of his options and opportunities. Truth, he argues, is a less opaque concept than that of
meaning. Not every event we attribute to an agent can be explained as caused by another event of which he is
agent: some acts must be primitive in the sense that they cannot be analysed in terms of their causal relations
to acts of the same agent. As with the concept of a primary reason the idea here is simple enough: one and the
same action is always amenable to more than one correct description. By contrast, it is a familiar doctrine that
what the agent does, in the first instance, in order to cause his arm to move is to form a distinctive mental
occurrence whose intrinsic psychological nature and content is immediately available to introspection.
Castaneda was concerned to assign a systematic semantics to the chief locutions that figure in practical
thinking and reasoning. Providing a theory of meaning for a language is thus a matter of developing a theory
that will enable us to generate, for every actual and potential sentence of the language in question, a theorem
that specifies what each sentence means. I don't mean to fault Davidson for this; he is a reasona I think I agree
with Davidson about a lot, although I'm less certain about other things do causal statements really have to be
nomological deductions? Intentions and Rationality Earlier we introduced the Cognitivist view that intentions
are special kinds of beliefs, and that, consequently, practical reasoning is a special form of theoretical
reasoning. Thought about these questions is still in its early stages, but is likely to shed light on at least some
of the central normative questions of interest to philosophers of action. The trouble lies in the tacit assumption
that moral principles have the form of universalized conditionals; once this assumption is made, nothing we
can do with a prima facie operator in the conclusion will save things. He is free to do those things he would do
if he chose wanted, tried to do them; but he is also free to do those things whose completions would be caused
by an action he is free to do in the first sense. Myers, Robert H. First, he noted that intentions involve
characteristic kinds of motivational commitment. So, perhaps the act of trying to move the leg doesn't cause
the act of moving after all, since they are just the same. It is a goal for the agent of the switch's flipping on that
it turn on the light, a goal for the agent of the onset of illumination in the room that it render the room space
visible, etc. If James goes to church with the intention of pleasing his mother, then he must have some pro
attitude toward pleasing his mother, but it needs more information to tell whether his reason is that he enjoys
pleasing his mother, or thinks it right, his duty, or an obligation. So again it appears that the norms on beliefs
and desires cannot suffice to generate the norms on intentions. And yet none of this seems inevitable.
Intentions are conduct controlling, in the sense that if you intend to F at t, and nothing changes before t, then
other things equal you will F. To assert i is to offer an explanation of the action the F-ing in terms of the
agent's trying to G. D'Oro ed. How from two true premises can follow a contradiction? Intentions are now
accepted as irreducible, and the category of intentions is distinguished from the broad, diverse category that
includes the various pro-attitudes. I am in debt to all who have written about my writings.


