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It was not until the Neolithic and Bronze Age period around 3, B. The Welsh gentry, on the other hand, mixed
socially and politically with the English and Scottish gentry, producing a very Anglicized upper class. This
trend is causing significant tension, especially in Welsh-speaking and rural areas, among residents who feel
that their way of life is being threatened. The Welsh Language Nursery Schools Movement, Mudiad Ysgolion
Meithrin Cymraeg, founded in , has been very successful in creating a network of nursery schools, or Ysgolion
Meithrin, particularly in regions where English is used more frequently. The Welsh separatist, nationalist
movement also includes more extremist groups who seek the creation of a politically independent nation on
the basis of cultural and linguistic differences. There are, however, three army regiments, the Welsh Guards,
the Royal Regiment of Wales, and the Royal Welch Fusiliers, that have historical associations with the
country. The end of the twentieth century brought renewed industrialization and with it, once again,
immigrants from all over the world, although without notable conflicts. This suggests the level of social
equality is much greater in France than in the UK. Religion has played a significant role in the shaping Welsh
culture. The UK average was 4. This period of peace, however, did not last long. An urban rail network ,
serving 81 stations, is focused on the capital, Cardiff. Linguistic Affiliation. In a referendum a proposal for the
creation of a nonlegislating Welsh Assembly was rejected but in another referendum passed by a slim margin,
leading to the creation of the National Assembly for Wales. Llywelyn, however, turned this to his advantage
and secured the allegiance of other Welsh leaders who feared total subjugation under King John. Williams,
Glanmor. Davies, William Watkin. Labour force[ edit ] According to the Welsh Government bulletin of
economic statistics for November , [45] the Labour Force Survey estimates for the 3 months to September
show that: The employment rate in Wales was  Wales is very mountainous and has a rocky, irregular coastline
with numerous bays, the largest of which is Cardigan Bay to the west. Although there were many factors
affecting the Welsh language, especially contact with other language groups, the Industrial Revolution of the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries marked a dramatic decline in the number of Welsh speakers, as many
non-Welsh people, attracted by the industry that had developed around coal mining in the south and east,
moved into the area. Political Life Government. Later migrations from northern and eastern Europe brought
the Brythonic Celts and Nordic tribes to the area. In ancient Wales land was informally controlled by tribes
who fiercely protected their territory. It remains to this day the line that divides English and Welsh cultures.
This expansion into Welsh territory led to the establishment of the March of Wales, an area previously ruled
by the Welsh kings. His research interests tend to focus on social and ecological economics, sustainable
place-making and the anti-poverty agenda. Increasing literacy in the eighteenth century and the concern of
Welsh intellectuals for the preservation of the language and culture gave birth to modern written Welsh
literature. The Education Act of passed to enforce basic standards, but also sought to banish Welsh completely
from the education system. Singing is the most important of the performance arts in Wales and has its roots in
ancient traditions. The latest surveys place the population of Wales at 2,, with a density of approximately
people per square mile per square kilometers. Ethnic Relations. They argued that future sustainability required
a significant shift of policy focus, away from maximising production and consumption GDP and towards
improving genuine human well-being GPI. For the first time in its history Wales obtained uniformity in the
administration of law and justice, the same political rights as the English, and English common law in the
courts. Although heavy industry has played a significant role in the Welsh economy and greatly affected
Welsh society in the nineteenth century, the country remains largely agricultural with almost 80 percent of the
land used for agricultural activities. Mid and North Wales away from the coast are served by a limited number
of branch lines, some of which connect with revived narrow gauge railways. In the late sixteenth century,
houses began to vary more in size and refinement, reflecting the growth of a middle class and increasing
disparities in wealth. In the s and s Conservatives gained even more control, a trend that was reversed in the s
with the return of Labor dominance and the increased support for Plaid Cymru and Welsh nationalism.


