
A CASE ANALYSIS OF THE TRIAL OF THE CENTURY THE LEOPOLD AND

LOEB TRIAL OF 1924

Leopold and Loeb Trial of shocked the populace of Chicago. The murder was gruesome. The motiveâ€”unknown. The
murdersâ€”crazed. The Leopold and.

Loeb asked Franks to come over to the car, asked him to get in the car to discuss a tennis racquet, then killed
him with a chisel as the two drove off. Operative for operative, hired gun for hired gun, bought juror for
bought juror, perjured witness for perjured witness, conniving lawyer for conniving lawyer, partisan reporter
for partisan reporter, these cockeyed armies had fought each other to an exhausted standoff. Other lay witness
testified as to Leopold's egocentricity and argumentative nature. You may save them and make it easier for
every child that sometime may stand where these boys stand. Darrow opted to postpone his own opening
statement until the close of the prosecution case. It seemed a much better idea to cover a trial over ideas than
to broadcast a sensational murder. While it was generally assumed that the men's defense would be based on a
plea of not guilty by reason of insanity , Darrow concluded that a jury trial would almost certainly end in
conviction and the death penalty. For Loeb, crime became a sort of game; he wanted to commit the perfect
crime just to prove that it could be done. He is not liable for anything he may do. And Loeb's the same.
Through it all, Orchard stood up well. Motives are often unclear, and they are in this trial. Should his brothers
be considered? Lay witnesses, classmates and associates of Loeb, were offered to prove his belligerence,
inappropriate laughter, lack of judgment, and childishness. I know the future is with me, and what I stand for
here; not merely for the lives of these two unfortunate lads, but for all boys and all girls; for all of the young,
and as far as possible, for all of the old. With the encouragement of his governess he skipped several grades in
school, and became the University of Michigan 's youngest graduate at age  Leopold, who at the time was the
youngest person to graduate from the University of Chicago, was a law student at the University of Chicago,
and was transfering to Harvard Law School. Franks, for those broken ties that cannot be healed. He can die if
die he needs, he can die if this jury decrees it; but, oh, gentlemen, don't think for a moment that if you hang
him you will crucify the labor movement of the world. Despite his high intelligence and standing as the
youngest graduate ever of the University of Michigan, Loeb read mostly detective stories. Who wrote this
essay? He heaped ridicule on Darrow's attempt to blame the crime on anyone and anything but the defendants:
"My God, if one of them had a harelip I suppose Darrow would want me to apologize for having them
indicted. What hooks you? With "not guilty" pleas, the state had planned to try the boys first on one of the two
charges, both of which carried the death penalty in Illinois, and if it failed to win a hanging on the first charge,
try again on the second. I am pleading that we overcome cruelty with kindness and hatred with love. Hogan
was questioned about the bombing and, the next day New Year's Day, arrested while having a drink in the
hotel bar and charged with the first degree murder of Frank Steunenberg. There are causes as I have said for
everything that happens in the world. George Pettibone was next up for trial. Caverly, was a "kindly and
discerning" man. Leopold said he often found himself wondering during his years in Puerto Rico at what point
the thirty-four dark years in prison became balanced by the subsequent sunshine of freedom. Day was
acquitted by a jury. McParland had made his reputation some thirty years earlier, working undercover in
Pennsylvania's anthracite coal mining region to expose and convict a secret gang of Irish thugs, the Molly
Maguires. Darrow pitilessly attacked Orchard, who he called "the biggest liar that this generation has known.
McParland wanted the arrest and trip north to be so surreptitious and swift that the men would have no
opportunity to obtain the assistance of lawyers who might prepare legal challenges to extradition. In doing it
you will make it harder for unborn children. In a nine-hour address full of theatrics and flourishes, Richardson
asked jurors to determine Haywood's guilt "under the high dome of heaven. Loeb and Leopold had an intense
and stormy relationship. After nightfall they removed and discarded Franks' clothes, then concealed the body
in a culvert along the Pennsylvania Railroad tracks north of the lake.


