
THE DOWRY SYSTEM FOR WOMAN IN INDIA

of women from domestic violence in India. the anti-dowry laws to the extent it is one.

It began in when Nisha Sharma accused her prospective groom, Munish Dalal, of demanding dowry. In India,
the marital custom of dowry is widely practiced. This frequently translates into physical, mental or sexual
violence against the bride. One main reason is to avoid future dowries. Section IPC, pertaining to offences for
the criminal breach of trust, applies in cases of recovery of dowry as it is supposed to be for the benefit of the
woman and her heirs. According to his professional status, his family demanded some of the dowry gifts to be
given in a series of ceremonies before the marriage as well as at the time of marriage. In addition, brides may
have the ability to inherit land, which makes her more valuable in the marriage, decreasing the chance of
dowry over the bride price system. However, there are issues of non-intervention and cultural relativism which
impede the use of international law to combat dowry deaths. Dowry was not infrequent when the girl suffered
from some bodily defect. Lochtefeld suggests that religious duties listed by Manu and others, such as 'the
bride be richly adorned to celebrate marriage' were ceremonial dress and jewelry along with gifts that were her
property, not property demanded by or meant for the groom; Lochtefeld further notes that bridal adornment is
not currently considered as dowry in most people's mind. The cruelty could be in the form of verbal attacks or
may be accompanied by beating or harassment in order to force the woman or her family to yield to dowry
demands. The jahez is separate from cash payment as Mahr or dower that Sharia religious law requires. This
helped prevent family wealth break-up and provided security to the bride at the same time. It provided that if
the death of a woman is caused by burns or bodily injury or occurs in suspicious circumstances within 7 years
of her marriage, and there's evidence to show that before her death, she was subjected to cruelty or harassment
by her husband or his relative regarding the demand for dowry, then the husband or the relative shall be
deemed to have caused her death. In other cases, a bride is hung or poisoned and made to look like a suicide.
These include economic factors and social factors. Over time the significance and reason for practicing has
changed. The change of Mahr to Jahaz can be due to various social factors. You can find a lot of information
on this social evil on the Internet and in books available on women's issues in India. Main article: Domestic
violence in India Domestic violence includes a broad spectrum of abusive and threatening behavior which
includes physical, emotional, economic and sexual violence as well as intimidation, isolation and coercion.
However through out centuries it became a method of taking advantage of women. Although seeking a dowry
has been outlawed in India since , the ban has been a challenge to enforce. The women should concentrate on
their education and career rather than regarding marriage as their only way of salvation. This system is tied to
the social structure of marriage , which keeps marriage inside or close to family relations. The reality is that
most cases of dowry violence go unreported. Since marriages in India are a time for big celebrations in each
family, they tend to be very lavish. Jahaz is the giving of dowry from the bride to the husband. During the
colonial period, it became the only legal way to get married, with the British making the practice of dowry
mandatory. The fact is that no good alliance can be made without offering the above-mentioned gifts. But the
rising bride price has brought with it an increase in violence against women. In fact, there are a number of
books available in our ICU library itself. In middle class families, the parents try to save as much money as
possible, giving up their own comforts of life in order to see their daughters happy after marriage. The man
gives only a present to the wife, as he thinks fit, and a marriage gift in advance, which he has no right to claim
back, but the proposed wife may give it back to him of her own will if she does not want to marry. Female
Infanticide Infant females have been murdered for centuries for several reasons. Any one who practices the
giving or receiving of dowry is punishable. Dowries include money, property, jewelry, vehicles, furniture,
appliances, clothing, and any sort of gift that can be given or requested. They educate the masses about the
horrors of the dowry system and urge them not to take and give dowry for their sons and daughters marriages.
If her father died before her marriage, her guardian would first pay off her father's debt, then allocate a fourth
of the remaining wealth to her upkeep till she is ready to marry, and then give the rest to her to take with her
into her married life. However, with social influences and with the influence of greed, the significance of
dowry changed. Bridewealth was restricted to the lower castes , who were not allowed to give dowry. It is a
historical fact that the dowry system was and still is most prevalent among the Rajputs of North India.


