
HOW TO WRITE A NARRATIVE ESSAY 6TH GRADE

Usually for students of the 6th grade level, the narrative essay is meant to be a personal narrative. The purpose is
two-fold: to get the student thinking and to give .

Think about why the experience is significant. In addition to telling a story, a narrative essay also
communicates a main idea or a lesson learned. I began to feel more at ease. Ask them to think of a physical
object that relates to their story -- such as a key, book, necklace or animal -- and draw a picture of it. Related
Essay-Writing Articles. A skilled writer could tell a great story about deciding what to have for lunch. First
steps for writing a narrative essay: Identify the experience that you want to write about. This could be done
with a tool like Screencastify or Screencast-O-Matic. Sixth-graders need to learn about narrative writing, so
they can write personal or fictional stories that include characters, a setting and a structured plot line. Beyond
the standard hand-in-for-a-grade, consider other ways to have students publish their stories. Ideally, your
students will have already read lots of different stories to look to as models. Create an outline of the basic
parts of your narrative. The line between fact and fiction has always been really, really blurry, but the common
thread running through all of it is good storytelling. As always, I recommend using a single point rubric for
this. Have students complete a basic story arc for their chosen topic using a diagram like the one below. A few
examples of narrative essays follow. One of the most effective strategies for revision and editing is to have
students read their stories out loud. Students could create illustrated e-books out of their stories. Step 2: Tell
your story Now that you have an excellent topic, you can get started on your story. Essential Elements of
Narrative Essays The focus of a narrative essay is the plot, which is told using enough details to build to a
climax. Rather than telling your readers what happened, use vivid details and descriptions to actually recreate
the experience for your readers. It can actually be quite a fun type of paper to write. Argument - convinces the
reader by demonstrating the truth or falsity of a topic. Ask your sixth-graders to create writing webs to
organize the chronological events in their stories -- each bubble in the web represents a specific event. It was
late in the fall in Merced, California on the playground of my old elementary school; an overcast day with the
wind blowing strong. Step 8: Long Drafts With a good plan in hand, students can now slow down and write a
proper draft, expanding the sections of their story that they plan to really draw out and adding in more of the
details that they left out in the quick draft. They omit relevant details, but go on and on about irrelevant ones.
Step 2: Study the Structure of a Story Now that students have a good library of their own personal stories
pulled into short-term memory, shift your focus to a more formal study of what a story looks like. You also
need to make sure that your story makes sense, which means that it needs to tell your story in a logical way.
Explain the Five-Part Plot Structure Teach students the five parts of the plot that should be included in any
narrative -- exposition, rising action, climax, falling action and resolution. I asked him if he would show me
around the shrine. Focusing on an experience like this can result in rewarding reflections about the positive
emerging from the negative. With a well-told story we can help a person see things in an entirely new way.


