
WRITING AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY LESSON PLAN

Help middle school students develop and understand the craft of writing by teaching them how to write their own
autobiographies.

You may wish to have students begin this activity in class and then complete their planners for homework.
Does this story have well-structured sentences? Are all of these ways legal? Ask students to discuss how the
song fits the event and to suggest other songs they might associate with the same event. If time allows, read
aloud an autobiography or have students choose autobiographies to read on their own. These limitations apply
to the use of photographs, drawings, music, videos, and text. They can discuss important events in their
childhoods such as, the day they were born, learning to walk and talk, funny things they use to do, etc. Which
parts, if any, need more information? Guided Practice 10 minutes On the board, write "auto-bio-graphy. This
tool provides space for students to write the text that will appear on the slide and information about the song
they will include, along with space for a simple illustration. Use a blank index card for each PowerPoint slide.
Students use the computer lab to type their autobiographies. When a story is about someone else's life, the
"auto" is taken out and it's called a biography. Encourage students to begin with when and where they were
born. Be sure to discuss lyrics with students to assure that song selections are classroom-appropriate as
determined by teacher and school policy. Brainstorm ideas about information they could include in
autobiographies. Students can work with a classmate or in small groups if they are having trouble generating
ideas. Step 2: Tell students they will be writing about their personal family history and important events in
their lives that have shaped who they are today. Post Instructional Did students understand and follow the
writing process? They can take the worksheets home to ask family members for help completing any missing
information. When students write narratives about their own lives it helps them develop personal, social, and
cultural connections. Session One Present the PowerPoint autobiography assignment to students and explain
the required elements. Have them work for 20 minutes to create a biography or autobiography about their
partner's or their own lives. Part Four: The Final Product Step 7: Explain to the class that they will use their
completed worksheets and writing prompt responses to complete the final draft of their autobiography. This
piece will be peer reviewed and teacher reviewed before publishing. Review and closing 5 minutes Review the
idea of biographies and autobiographies with the students. Students may list any events that hold personal
significance, but you may make the following suggestions if students have difficulty coming up with their
lists: First day of school e. Ask them who they would like to read biographies about. The teacher needs to set
up a defined set of tasks for the students to complete so that the autobiography is organized and detailed.
Students can also use the worksheets to make autobiographical scrapbooks. Support: Struggling students can
be shown the online biographies and autobiographies in advance and be allowed to use them for reference.
Remind students of the writing process and explain that they will have the opportunity to revise their text and
other elements when they reach the revising stage. For example, a middle school autobiography could be set
up as follows: Four sections: birth to two years, three years to five years, kindergarten to third grade, fourth
grade to present year. Students who are more experienced with PowerPoint can help those who are less
experienced or who ask for assistance. Students must include a bibliography of any work used in their
presentations. Will photos need to be included? Have students add the text of the paragraphs they wrote in
Session One to their storyboards in this drafting session. Ask the students if the stories they shared are fiction
or non-fiction. March 10, Autobiography lesson plan This is lesson plan is about writing an autobiography.
Does this writing make you feel any particular way? Follow up Students exchange autobiographies.


