
HOUSE SYMBOLISM

Just like the city, the TEMPLE, the palace, and the MOUNTAIN, the house is one of the centers of the world. It is a
sacred place, and it is an image of the universe.

What is in the living room is very important to noteâ€”or what is missing from the room. It is the place we
prepare meals, store food, clean, and informally gather with friends and family. For others, the basement may
reflect retreating into oneself and protecting oneself from a potential threat such as an emotional storm or
conflict. If you're not gifted with the ability to look this deep on your own and reinvent something, you can
often achieve much the same effect by getting together with a few writer friends and brainstorming about the
various literary aspects of a particular device. There's a story or two lurking in that furnace, should I ever grow
brave enough to write them. In The Poetics of Space, Gaston Bachelard writes about the house noting "if I
were asked to name the chief benefit of the house, I should say: the house shelters daydreaming, the house
protects the dreamer, the house allows one to dream in peace. Lewis' The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe,
the house serves as a self-contained universe that holds the doorway between two worlds: our own world,
where the protagonists are children, and the world of Narnia, where they are heroes. Katherine Carnelly and
colleagues at University of Southampton, and much research world-wide shows, positive connection with
others, positive attachment, enhances the sense of security and the felt perception of well-being. Our
unconscious desires and fears hide in the basement. The streets of cities serve as outside space background and
in effect they are similar in ways to the canyon and river elements within ecosystems and the larger jungle
ecosystem. The author contends that edge cities have created the most sweeping urban change in years in how
Americans live, work and play. Jungians stress that the house or home is often a symbol of the entire self or
the personality of the dreaming individual. If your sleeping mind is busy pouring a foundation, putting up
walls, laying tiles, painting, and hammering, one possible interpretation would be that your subconscious is
working, planning, designing, and envisioning a new reality for you, either literally or metaphorically. Is the
move positive or negative? Redfield, R. The interior is what we think and feel inside. Does the house include a
room for long-term boarders, as in many stories set early in the past century, or provide only a sofa bed that
reluctantly serves as a resting place for occasional weekend visitors? Its dimensions and proportions often fill
our dreams. Pay close attention to your responses to other literary houses, and you'll learn much that you can
apply in your own writing. The bedroom may reflect those intimate thoughts, feelings, desires, and aspects of
who we are that we don't share. The characteristics of the dream basement can give us some clues. It is also a
room we associate with food and nourishment. Similarily, the basement corresponds to the unconsciousness
and the instincts. But the search for home is not solely the province of novelists. That happens whenever an
author looks deep into a literary device, discovers why it still holds meaning for them, and refreshes interest in
that literary device by evoking its essence in an entirely new way. Each of the details of the house in your
dreams can have meaning. Illustrations of this relationship in stories is a common symbol. More fantastically,
it can serve as the macrocosm of which all other realities are mere shadows, as is the case for Roger Zelazny's
Castle Amber. Jungian therapy fully recognizes the deep feelings at play around the house. Just as the walls of
a house can define or reinforce the boundaries between the inside and the outside, the house can breach those
boundaries and bridge the two. Sure, a house seems boring. You may recognize that your dream is showing
you that you are neglecting a specific part of yourself that needs attention. And, rivers are found at the bottom
of canyons. In the Maya regions, the act of house construction is primarily a male duty. If we take that
possibility seriously, then, on an unconscious level, our massive preoccupation with homes and real estate
might be a reflection of a great concern about our individual selves, and feeling secure in our own being. The
physical process of renovation could provide much of the overt plot for the story, and thereby provide a
window into the renovator's mind. Fortunately, as generation after generation of fresh new writers continue to
prove, re-examining the roles of flagging props can reinvigorate them. There is a great deal of subtle truth in
the saying "A house is not a home. Yet despite this variety, we can identify patterns in the way dwellings are
constructed across and within societies Cross-cultural researchers find worldwide patterns in social
organization and dwelling shape, size, and construction. A Dream of a Dining Room The dining room can
relate to both the kitchen and the living room. If your dream house is so shrouded in fog that its details can't be
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seen, this can indicate truths that you hide from yourself or are afraid to see. Often a house can have different
levels, which may reflect different periods of time, or different aspects of the being of the dreamer. Assuming
this, we may consider the life of every human being as an unrelenting movement from childhood on, through
the phases of youth, maturity, and old age. Ironically, a house that is too big can also give us that too-small
feeling, depending upon the perspective of the dream. At the end of Mumford's The City in History, the author
concludes that the purpose of the city throughout history has been to increase man's conscious participation in
life.


