
FABLE WRITING ASSIGNMENT

Fable Writing. A fable is a short narrative that exemplifies a moral or principle of human behavior; that is usually stated
in the conclusion of the story.

In this exercise I want you to take at least 15 minutes to write your own fable. Specifically, the teacher will
want to mention the five main elements of a fable, including animal characters with human characteristics, a
setting and situation, a problem or dilemma, usually caused by a character trait of weakness, a resolution, and
a clear moral or lesson at the end of the story, either implied or directly stated. Happy writing! The due date
for the draft and final draft will be given to students to ensure enough time outside of class is given to finish
the fables. May reading and creating original fables enrich your classroom as much as it has mine! Together as
a class, list ideas for morals. Perhaps the best known creator of many of the fables read and discussed today,
Aesop was a sixth-century Greek slave. The teacher should inform students that note-taking is necessary in
order to complete a formal writing assessment to ensure all students are copying down important information.
Guiding Questions: What are the guiding questions for this lesson? Writing original fables is a good way to
use creative writing to develop critical thinking about ethical issues, consequently building moral reasoning
within children. Prior Knowledge: What prior knowledge should students have for this lesson? Here's a
step-by-step lesson plan for writing a fable: Step 1: What moral would you like to teach? He developed a
reputation for wise and great wit through the small stories he used in discussion and negotiation. Try to use at
least two animals that will represent opposing qualities; this helps set up the conflict or problem within the
fable. It could be a fictionalized version of your life where suddenly your basil plant can talk to you, or your
cat is a runway model. Complete sentences are not necessary due to space limitations but remind students to
fill out the title for each fable and all parts of the chart for full credit. See attached. Fables are all around us.
Use this easy lesson plan for writing a fable. Before beginning the chart, the teacher should go over each
column and the process of filling out the chart completely using details from the fables. Students will be able
to: Write narratives with the attributes of a fable while using effective technique, well-chosen details, and
well-structured event sequences. Guided Practice: What activities or exercises will the students complete with
teacher guidance? While he used them as cautionary tales to suggest wise ways of behaving, over the
centuries, they came to be used in educational settings to encourage moral and ethical reasoning. They were
told to us as kids and we repeat them as adults. Hansel and Gretel were transformed from helpless children to
witch hunters with weapons and skills in a recent Hollywood movie. Additionally, the students will
independently write their own fables to transform the lesson's material and apply it using their own creativity
while developing their writing skills. What are the attributes of a fable? Remind kids that at least one of the
characters must learn the valuable lesson, or moral, pre-selected by the student! Fables have been modified
over time. Remind students that fables typically use animals to represent human traits. Students' necessary
prior knowledge includes the students having read the classic novel Animal Farm by George Orwell with
discussion at an academic level. Phase II â€” Direct Instruction that includes students taking notes about
elements of a fable and its origin; Direct Instruction to explain "Elements of a Fable" chart, which allows
students to identify how Animal Farm meets the requirements of a fable and how other popular fables meet
these requirements. To reinforce the concepts taught during this lesson, the students will fill out the last two
columns of the "Elements of a Fable" chart independently while the teacher reads two fables aloud to the class.
The first fable, "The Tortoise and the Hare" will be read, and then the teacher will guide students to fill out the
chart, identifying how the fable meets all of the element characteristics. See attached Fable Assignment
handout. The teacher will ask for volunteers to fill out the first column, in which they apply the elements to the
classic novel Animal Farm. What's the solution to the problem? The teacher will explain the rubric attached
for the fable and that students are required to turn in a draft before the final due date. Fables are flexible that
way. Step 2: Who will your characters be? It could be a modernized version of a more traditional fable, or it
could be something completely new about a talking tree and a talking car that fall in love. Step 3: What
problem must your characters solve? Then, the teacher will read a few other famous fables to the students.


