
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LIVES AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF MARTIN

LUTHER KING AND MALCOLM X

On March 26, , Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. met for the Malcolm dropped out of school and eventually drifted
towards a life of.

In response to the outrage this statement provoked, Elijah Muhammad ordered Malcolm to observe a day
period of silence, and the break between the two leaders became permanent. Hundreds of African Americans
were joining the Nation of Islam every month. While most contrasted him with Martin Luther King, Jr. The
almost painful honesty that enabled him to find his way from degradation to devotion to his people, the
modest lifestyle that kept him on the edge of poverty, and the distance he somehow managed to put between
himself and racial hatred serve, in that volume, as poignant reminders of human possibility and achievement.
The motion was taken from a statement made earlier that year by U. His father was killed while Malcolm was
still very young, possibly by white supremacists. Malcolm argued that more was at stake than the civil right to
sit in a restaurant or even to voteâ€”the most important issues were black identity, integrity , and
independence. Circles on backdrop mark bullet holes. The town had become a byword for racial division after
Conservative supporters used the slogan, "If you want a nigger for a neighbour, vote Labour. He also criticized
the mainstream civil rights movement, challenging Martin Luther King, Jr. Foreshadowings of his martyrdom
are found in The Autobiography of Malcolm X. Muhammad confirmed the rumors in , attempting to justify
his behavior by referring to precedents set by Biblical prophets. He soon converted to the Sunni faith.
Malcolm X was assassinated on February 21, , at the Audubon Ballroom in Harlem , New York, by members
of the Nation of Islam â€”the religious group to which he had once belonged. As King was wrapping up a
press conference, he was approached by Malcolm, and the two shook hands and exchanged greetings. He
preached on the streets of Harlem and spoke at major universities such as Harvard University and the
University of Oxford. His decision to join the Nation also was influenced by discussions with his brother
Reginald, who had become a member in Detroit and who was incarcerated with Malcolm in the Norfolk
Prison Colony in Massachusetts in  After she was committed to an insane asylum in , Malcolm and his siblings
were sent to foster homes or to live with family members. Released in , he maintained his innocence until his
death in August  When Malcolm was six years old, his father, the Rev. Soon the police department assigned
undercover officers to infiltrate the Nation of Islam. During his pilgrimage to Mecca that same year, he
experienced a second conversion and embraced Sunni Islam, adopting the Muslim name el-Hajj Malik
el-Shabazz. All rights reserved. He proposed that African Americans should return to Africa and that, in the
interim, a separate country for black people in America should be created.


