
DOS AND DONTS OF COLLEGE ESSAYS

These college application essay dos and don'ts will help you put together great essays that will help you stand out when
applying to college.

That said, we find that a wide range of stories, with just a bit of tweaking, can be molded to fit within the
boundaries of the Common Application personal statement prompts. You are a human, not a present. It's easy
to cover too many topics, but the essay is usually fairly short. Food is fascinating, family is fascinating, and
there is a reason that dinner scenes are used in films as a way of developing characters. Show your personality.
For some the essay is a welcome relief from all the data crunching, for others it is dreaded. Admissions
officers have seen it all. You worked hard, now is the time to showcase your hard-won talents and wins. In
addition to your superior expertise, they are probably completely over-invested in your essay. Throw it out of
the window and consider trying something entirely different. One of our favorite essays of played with form
and is a rare example of a successfully executed semi-grandparent essay The conclusion is not about repeating
everything you have said in the body of the essay, it is about looking forward. Let us know if you need help
adapting your chosen subject to the Common App questions. Along these lines, there are certain things that
should not go into your personal statement. It's usually a good idea to steer clear of divisive religious or
political topics. Many colleges and universities ask applicants to write a personal essay, usually about to words
in length that supports their application. Write about anything that is counterintuitive about yourself, e. Stay
focused. And the most important part, whether the unique points you are trying to convey do stand out in your
story. DO write about bedtime routines Nothing salacious here, but see 6 for details. Show me through your
story. Stay true to yourself and your voice. Sure, that sounds boring, but there is so much that goes on in the
in-betweens. Parents: keep your hands off! It's very hard to proofread your own work. Now is the time to give
your essay to someone else so they can edit it with fresh eyes. Break form, have fun. Emma Miller is a
marketer and a writer from Sydney. Always Show Wisdom Your story should be compelling, which means it
should include your worldviews, highlighted in the details of your experience, showing a depth of character.
Give the reader an in-depth look at one project or passion. The small things are interesting, even if they seem
average to you. Choose something interesting that also demonstrates the desirable qualities you have. It is not.
Specificity allows you to reveal more about who you are as a person and a scholar. By writing about food, you
can share your family, your heritage, and yourself, while giving the reader a seat at the table. Like nothing
else, essays give admissions readers a real sense for who you are as a person and student. Start with an outline.
Perhaps you share a bedroom with a sibling so have had to orchestrate a precise routine. DON'T 1. Write what
you think college admissions people want instead of what you really think. Start this next phase of your life
right by paying attention to the length limit. One of our best essays about tackled complex relationships Here
are a few of the top tips for improving your admissions essay â€” and avoiding the common pitfalls that can
hold it back. Allow yourself to stand out.


