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Mercer University; Bem, Daryl J. You should, therefore, state the strengths of your arguments confidently,
using language that is neutral, not confrontational or dismissive. Examples of other academic conventions to
follow include the appropriate use of headings and subheadings, properly spelling out acronyms when first
used in the text, avoiding slang or colloquial language, avoiding emotive language or unsupported declarative
statements, avoiding contractions, and using first person and second person pronouns only when necessary. If
the quote is especially vague or hard to understand, consider paraphrasing it or using a different quote to
convey the same meaning. Focus on being concise, straightforward, and developing a narrative that does not
have confusing language. Improving Academic Writing To improve your academic writing skills, you should
focus your efforts on three key areas: 1. Students are guided through the academic writing process, using their
own material as the focus of this writing practice. Ze geven diverse cursussen Engels aan studenten, personeel
en externen. While proofreading your paper, be sure to look for and edit any vague or imprecise statements
that lack context or specificity. This is particularly important when proposing solutions to problems or
delineating recommended courses of action. Tone - A formal tone is used. Cohesion is achieved by repeating
important words, using synonyms for the main subject, and using transitional words like: however, such as,
therefore, and for example. Your thesis will be substantiated and explanations clear. Yes, it is appropriate for
you to use specialist language and a formal style of expression in academic writing, but it does not mean using
"big words" just for the sake of doing so. It is essential to always acknowledge the source of any ideas,
research findings, data, or quoted text that you have used in your paper as a defense against allegations of
plagiarism. Point-of-view - The point of view in the third person, as the focus of academic writing is to
educate on the facts, not support an opinion. Subject-specific dictionaries are the best places to confirm the
meaning of terms within the context of a specific discipline. A thesaurus is a good tool to help you pick just
the right words to explain the issues. In addition, the book contains more information about resources
supporting academic vocabulary, such as Google Ngram Viewer, more information about documenting
sources and a more elaborate section on flow and designing for the reader. Institute for Writing Rhetoric. For
example, the idea of being rational may hold the same general meaning in both political science and
psychology, but its application to understanding and explaining phenomena within the research domain of a
each discipline may have subtle differences based upon how scholars in that discipline apply the concept to the
theories and practice of their work. Academic Writing.


