
WORLD WAR I AND THE MIDDLE EAST ESSAY

Free Essay: Introduction Over the course of human history, wars have always created, destroyed or enveloped nations,
states or empires. Examples of these.

To be sure, the unrest was a bloody new beginning, but it was also the most recent chapter in an almost
uninterrupted regional conflict that began years ago and has never really come to an end. The legitimacy of
states in the region, writes US historian David Fromkin in "A Peace to End All Peace" -- the definitive work
on the emergence of the modern Middle East -- comes either from tradition, from the power and roots of its
founder or it doesn't come at all. On the other hand, important new areas of research have opened, permitting
the emergence of Arab and indigenous Jewish voices to be heard, as recounted by scholars. Beirut, the capital
of Lebanon that is so loved by all Arabs: The city has long been a focal point both of Arab life and of Arab
strife. The first of them is the contradictory nature of these pledges. This theme was adopted more forcefully
by Isaiah Friedman, once archives had opened, in an exchange of articles with Arnold J. Once they arrived,
they were handed over to the -- officially still neutral -- Ottoman navy and renamed Yavuz and Midilli; the
German crews remained, but donned the fez. Claiming the existence of a national Jewish land in what is today
Israel. This concept means that the winning countries of World War I would have rights upon the Ottoman
territories. To dig a little deeper and go back a little further in Middle East history one will find that this
pattern of unrest stems from as far back as proof provides. The new Zionist movement of Jews immigrating to
the Middle East to establish a homeland for all Jews in what was now Israel after being displaced for many
years. This implies a quite asymmetrical balance of power, and thus a different degree of efficiency in
determining the postwar settlement, as we shall now discuss it. This is why the study of history is invaluable
to understanding the present. This was caused by a struggle for land in the state of what was known as
Palestine but to many it is now known as Israel. With fighting underway in Libya and Syria, with unrest
ongoing in Egypt and Iraq, the old question must once again be posed: Has Beirut managed to leave the last
eruption of violence behind or is the next one just around the corner? As the memory of the war evolved
decades later, people began to describe it as a great war of sufferingâ€”the safarbarlik, or mobilizationâ€”in
which barefoot soldiers crossed cities, deserts, whole regions away from their homes, and millions of civilians
faced starvation, disease, relocation, and levels of misery so profound and so lasting that their memory was
passed on from one generation to the other. He and his sons, Ali, Faisal and Abdullah -- together with the
Damascus elite -- dreamed of founding an Arab nation state stretching from the Taurus Mountains in
southeastern Turkey to the Red Sea and from the Mediterranean to the Iranian border. Hakan eds. These four
countries surround the core of the Middle East, which is made up of five countries and one seemingly eternal
non-state. The limited amount of natural resources in this region has arguably served as the most major source
of conflict in the Middle East. The following maps compare the Sykes-Picot agreement and the postwar
organization of the Middle East. Guerres Mondiales et Conflits Contemporaines 43 , pp. The Balfour
declaration constituted the basis of what is today Israel. We must learn that we cannot make a Theocracy into
a Democracy. Two years after the revolts of , the situation in the Middle East is as bleak as it has ever been.
To conclude, let us add that the importance of the Sykes-Picot agreement went far beyond the inter-war
period. In , their secret was disclosed by The Russian Government. Had they known, the fighting in the
Middle East would likely have been even more violent and brutal than it was. In Africa, Latin America and --
following the bloodletting of World War II -- Europe, most peoples have largely come to accept the borders
that history has forced upon them. It was done arbitrarily to create conflict, turmoil and corruption, thus giving
the British and the French control over the area. When the Islamic State bulldozed the berm between Iraq and
Syria in June , it publicized the event as the destruction of the Sykes-Picot border. They have been connected
to each other for hundreds of years without any regard for borders. This conflict, although not instigated by the
Superpowers, may have been sustained and even intensified by the involvement of the Superpowers due to
their interests in the region during the Cold War. Lawrence backed Arab independence in Syria not for its own
sake but to deprive France of control of the region, a matter debated down to the present. The attack, which
began with a naval bombardment but soon included an all-out ground-troop invasion, failed dramatically.
Thirdly, the role of the United States is crucial, as president Wilson was clearly willing to make his 14 points
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the basis upon which the postwar settlements must be implemented.


