
HOW TO WRITE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION FOR A CHURCH

Note: These are Sample Articles of Incorporation. Articles of Incorporation define the legal and financial structure of a
business entity. This process is undertaken.

In Canada it may be either a corporate registry service at the provincial level or Corporations Canada at the
federal level. Your Bylaws are so important that they should be reviewed annually to ensure they properly
reflect the way you want the church to function. Once the articles of incorporation are filed, the church is
officially incorporated. How does a church become incorporated? Consult your attorney for details. This can
be done using a standard computer and Adobe Acrobat Reader, a free program that is standard on most
computers. The law varies from state to state, and changes on a regular basis from year to year. It should not
be viewed as providing legal advice. Since , CLA has been providing free legal assistance to Bible-believing
churches and Christians who are experiencing difficulty in practicing their religious faith because of
governmental regulation, intrusion, or prohibition in one form or another. Incorporation may occur prior to,
concurrent with, or subsequent to a congregation's organization as a local church as provided in the RCA's
Book of Church Order. The contents of articles of incorporation both what must be included and what may be
included are established by the law of each jurisdiction state, provincial, or federal , and those laws vary from
one jurisdiction to another. If the church incorporates, is it placing itself under the control of the state? In no
event whatsoever shall this corporation, except to an insubstantial degree, engage in any activities or exercise
any powers that are not in furtherance of the primary purpose of this corporation. Complete the Bylaws. The
Christian Law Association does not believe such is the case. Rather, one must work with a local attorney to
prepare appropriate articles of incorporation. Smith, who also happens to be a member of the church where
this took place, cannot be sued simply because he is a member of the church. Although the form meets the
basic state criteria for filing, these forms often are inadequate for meeting the federal tax exemption
requirements. Generally, incorporation protects church members from personal liability. In some jurisdictions
the document is called a "charter" or "certificate of incorporation.


